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  UDK 001.891-05(436.421)
Risteski S. Ljupco (Skopje, Macedonia)

PROF. JOEL M. HALPERN’S COLLECTION ON MACEDONIA

During September and October 2002, Ljupcho S. Risteski Ph.D. from the Department of
Ethnology, Faculty of Natural Sciences and Mathematics, Skopje, has made a study
visit to the University of Graz, Department of History of South-Eastern Europe. There,
in the Library of the Department, there is a copy of the Collection of Prof. Halpern and
his wife Barbara Kerewski-Halpern.

Both of them are considered as most important names of foreign anthropologists that
have dedicated most of their working lives to examination of Balkan issues, especially
of former Yugoslavia. Their initial research was done in the 50’ies of the XX century,
when they stayed for a longer time in Yugoslavia. Then their focal point was Serbia
(monograph on the village of Orashac), but they have extended their research to other
Republics in ex-Yugoslavia.

The Department of Ethnology, Faculty of Natural Sciences and Mathematics in Skopje,
through the activity of Ljupcho S. Risteski Ph.D., and in close cooperation with Prof.
Joel Halpern, in 2003 worked upon the creation of the “Collection of Prof. Halpern“

that is kept at the Department of
Ethnology. The project has been
financed in total by the Institute
Open Society Macedonia.

The basic goal was to collect,
classify and archive all materials
that are kept in the Collection of
Prof. Halpern in the Archive of the
University in Amherst, USA, that
originate from Macedonia. During
the research stay of Ljupcho
Risteski at the University of
Amherst, the work was done

mainly in the domestic archive and library of Prof. Halpern. A complete selection of
materials that relate to Macedonia was done. The work was easy due to the preciseness
of Prof. Halpern, who has archived the data in a systematic way during many years. A
process of digitalization of all documents and photos started recently, which also
made work easier and faster.

The collection includes many important ethnographic and anthropological data from
Macedonia that are a result of decades of research of Prof. Halpern and his wife at the
territory of ex-Yugoslavia and Macedonia. There are hundreds of pages related to
Macedonia especially:
1. Field notes from the research stays in Macedonia in 1954;

Prof. Joel M. Halpern’s Collection on Macedonia, Skopje,
2004
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2. Hand-written documents from the trip of Prof. Halpern through Macedonia in
1978, as a result of the participant in the Program for cooperation between Skopje
and Tempi, Arizona;

3. One audio-cassette recorded in the village of Volche, where Joseph Obrembski
researched in 1931/32;

4. Data base including very important slides and photographs, systematized in three
different basis, which relate to Macedonia:

a) Halpern data-base of slides and photographs from Yugoslavia - 330
slides
b) Halpern data-base of slides and photographs from Macedonia, 1958
slides
c) Halpern data-base of slides and photographs by Joseph Obrembski,
550 slides

5. Copies of the Census of population from the villages of Veleshte and
Labunishte in Macedonia, 1961;

6. A file with correspondence of Prof. Halpern with colleagues from Macedonia;
7. Interviews with inhabitants of the villages of Veleshte and Labunishte in 1962.

Also Prof. Halpern has donated to the Department of Ethnology 1200 publications
(periodicals and monographs) that belong to the area of ethnology and anthropology.
Thus, the Department can proudly say that it holds one of the most relevant and
richest collections of anthropological literature at the Balkans, and expresses its
gratitude to Prof. Joel M. Halpern.

Prof. X.M.Halpern zaedno so me{tanite od s.Labuni{ta
gi razgleduvaat fotografiite {to gi napravil vo 1962
godina




