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,KOT'A KE HATEXXHE
NAJAXUHATA

MnapguTte, HeBpaboTeHoOCTa
M COLMjanHUOT XXUBOT

BO UCYEKyBaH€e

BO NOCTBOEHaTa

M nocTcoumjanucTuyka
BocHa u XepueroBuHa

[-p Aspa Xpomaimk,

BoHpeneH npogecop

Ortcek 3a AHTpononoruja
Makceen LLkona 3a [paraHcTBO
n JaBHu Pabotu

YuuBepauTet Bo Cupakysa

BoBepn

Coumo-nonmUTUYKOTO M EKOHOMCKO-
TO OMKpPYXXyBake BO KOe co3peBaat
mMnaguTe bocaHum n3HKMKHA Kako pe-
3ynTaT Ha NOLMPOKO NPECTPYKTypu-
parse of coumnjannaam KoH Heonmbe-
panu3am, 1 of BojHa KOH NOCTBOEHO
ypenyBake Ha gpxasarta. OBoj KpLU-
ITMB N HECUTYPEH KOHTEKCT Ha ,aynna
TpaHsuumja“ (Gligorov 2000) npeams-
BUKA MOMMTMYKA M EKOHOMCKA HECW-
F'YPHOCT, Koja ocTaBu orpoMeH 6poj
Mriagu rparanm 6es opveHTaupmja u He-
MoAroTBEHM Aa Bre3ar Bo 6uTka 3a co-
umjanHa gobpococtojboa. OctaHaTu
6e3 counjanucTnyka Brnaga kKoja ou
ce NOrpwxuna 3a HUBHUTE OCHOBHM
notpebu, nepcnekTvem 1 BpaboTyBa-
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Introduction

The socio-political and econo-
mic environment in which young
Bosnians come of age emerged as
a result of larger global restructur-
ing from socialism to neoliberalism,
and from war to postwar external
state-making. This fragile and un-
certain context of ,double transi-
tion“ (Gligorov 2000) encourages
political and economic uncertainty,
which leaves many youth citizens
disoriented and unprepared to en-
gage in a fight for social welfare.
Left without a socialist government
to take care of their basic needs,
prospects and employment, many
young people, exhausted by the le-
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K€, MHOTy Mnagw nyfe, ucupneHn og
HacneaeHnTe BOEHN Tpaymm U UCTOLL-
TEeHW of nocTojaHaTa buTka 3a ,ron
xuBoT" (Agamben 1998), ocHoBHMOT
PM3NYKM N EKOHOMCKM OMCTaHOK, ce
HaorlaaT BO cOCTOjb6a Ha KOHTUHYMpa-
Ha HeBpaboTeHOCT. Kako pe3ynTtar Ha
0Ba, ce NoBrekyBaaTt of Kaksa 6uno
MONMTWYKA jaBHOCT UCTOBPEMEHO ,Na-
CMBHO" YeKajku Aa NpuUcTurHar nogo-
6pu Bpemuwa n/vunu Hagesajkm ce
3acekorall Aa 3amvHar ,Ha Apyro Me-
cTo“ (JaSarevi¢ H.4.).

CnoxeHuTte 1 noBeKeHaco4HN oa-
roBOpM Ha MfaguHaTa Ha HUBHaTa
MOCTBOEHA W NOCTCOLMjanmcTnyKa au-
niemMa 4YecTo ce jaByBaar Kako nornyna-
PeH NpegmeT Ha UCTpaxyBame: pas-
MNYHMTE NONUTKKK (BUAM Nogony) u
HEKOW akaJeMCKM MpoydvyBaka Ha
BocHa 1 XepuerosuHa' v fpyrvTe sem-
jn og BankaHoT ro ucTpaxysaar ,npo-
GnemaTtuyHMOT* 0gHOC Ha MnaauTe,
KaKo LUTO Ce anatuja, He3a40BOJICTBO
1 NOBMeKyBaHe, KOH HUBHOTO OrLUTe-
CTBO W MONMUTUYKaTa He/akTUBHOCT
npeTcTaBeHa MoonwTo (BUAKN, Mery
apyrute, Fox 2011; Friedman v gp.
2004; Greenberg 2010, 2011; Kurtovi¢
2011). OBOj MHTEpPEC YecTo BOAM A0
n3pasyBakse ,3arpywKeHOCT 3a Mnagu-
Te," Koja e nocebHO BUANMBa BO HM3a
“3BeLUTan 3a NOMTUKUTE BO OOHOC Ha
anapMaHTHOTO HMBO Ha HeBpaboTe-
HOCT BO coBpeMeHa bocHa n Xepue-
rosuHa (Buau, nomery gpyrute, OVA
2005; YHAM 2000, 2003, 2012; ONA
2005; Ceetcka baHka 2013). Ha npu-

gacies of war traumas, and worn-out
from the undergoing struggles for
“bare life” (Agamben 1998) — rudi-
mentary physical and economic
survival — find themselves perpetu-
ally unemployed. As a result, they
withdraw from any political public
while ,passively“ waiting for better
times to arrive and/or hoping to per-
manently leave their ,elsewhere
state” (JaSarevic¢ n.d.).

The complicated and multidirec-
tional responses of youth to their
postwar and postsocialist predica-
ment are also emerging as popular
objects of study: multiple policy and
some academic research on Bosn-
ian-Herzegovina and other Balkan
countries examine youth’s ,trou-
bling“ relationship—such as apathy,
discontent, and withdrawal—to their
society and political (in)action more
broadly conceived (see, among oth-
ers, Fox 2011; Freedman et al. 2004;
Greenberg 2010, 2011; Kurtovi¢
2011). This interest leads to fre-
quent articulations of the ,concern
about youth,“ especially visible in
numerous policy reports on the alar-
ming levels of unemployment in
contemporary Bosnia-Herzegovina
(see, among others, OIA 2005;
UNDP 2000, 2003, 2012; World Bank
2013). For example, the UNDP’s
website states: “Unemployment in
Bosnia and Herzegovina is one of
the most important issues for young
people, according to the latest Bos-
nian government statistics, more
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mep, Ha BebcajTot Ha YH[I ctom fexka:
,HeBpaboTeHocTa Bo bocHa 1 Xepue-
rOBVHa € efeH of HajBaxHUTe Npob-
nemu 3a mMnagute, cnopepn HajHoBa-
Ta cTaTucTuka Ha Bnapata Ha BuX
noseke og 517.000 nyre ce 6e3 pabo-
Ta, U HAJMHOTY Of] HVB Ce MNnaguTe Ha
BocHa” (YHAIM 2012:1). CnnyHo nopa-
3UTENHN ce N NpouHkuTe Ha Index-
mundi Kon ouumjanHaTa cranka Ha
HeBpaboTeHocT Bo bocHa 3a 2011 ja
crasaar Ha 43,3% (Indexmundi 2011).
Oswue uncpu v notepgysa u Ceert-
ckata baHka koja HeogamHa 06jaBm
Aeka ,bpojoT Ha Mnagata nonynauu-
ja® Bo BocHa 1 XepLerosuHa n3Hecy-
Ba okorny 950.000 (okony 4YeTBpTUHA
o4 BKynHaTa nonynauuja). Og oBoj
6poj, okony 57% ce HeBpaboTeHn"
(Ceertcka baHka 2013).

Osvie anapmHu nogaTtoun Kou ce
4eCTOo afleHN BOH KOHTEKCT a notoa
Ce peuvKknmpaar npeky fokanHu, pe-
FMOHASTHW U TPaHCHALMOHaMHN Meau-
YMM CO 3acTpalLllyBayKu HacrnoBu, Kako
Ha npumep, oHaa BecT Ha NBC o
2009 roa. nog HacnoB ,CTankaTa Ha
HeBpaboTeHocT Bo bocHa e 43 npo-
LeHTn 1 pacte.“ OBMe BO3HEMMPYBA-
YKku, (MOXebu peanHm) NpoeKkLUmMn yka-
XyBaaTt geka bocHa - XepueroBuHa
MOCTOjaHO TOHE KOH amBbucoT, a oBue
NpoeKuMn nMaat MoK Ja Bnujaat Ha
jaBHOTO Mucnere. Co apyrv 36oposwm,
TWe Ce KOpUCTaT Kako anarku 3a nory-
napHa Bex6a npu gujarHoCcTMUmMpaH-e
Ha JgpXxaeaTta W HejauHaTta MrnaguHa,
CUMaTUYHO UNyCTpUpaHa BO criegHa-

than 517,000 people are out of work
— most of them are Bosnian youth”
(UNDP 2012:1). Similarly devastat-
ing are the Indexmundi estimates
which put Bosnian-Herzegovinian of-
ficial unemployment rate for 2011 at
43.3% (Indexmundi 2011). These
numbers are underscored by the
World Bank’s recent statement that
,B0osnia and Herzegovina has a youth
population estimated at 950,000
(roughly a quarter of the national fig-
ure). Of that number, approximately
57% are unemployed“ (World Bank
2013). The report continues:
Current economic trends in Bos-
nia and Herzegovina are having a
particularly negative impact on the
country’s youth. Many young peo-
ple who complete vocational or ter-
tiary education in BH are not able to
find a job in a relevant profession,
while many others turn to low qual-
ity jobs in the informal — or shadow
—economy. Less than half of all em-
ployed people below the age of 29
manage to find work in a field in
which they were educated — leading
to a high rate of youth migration out
of the country (World Bank 2013).
These descriptive, often un-con-
textualized and alarming numbers
are then problematically recycled
through local, regional and transna-
tional media with frightening head-
ings, such as the NBC'’s article titled
,Bosnia’s jobless rate at 43 percent
and rising“ (NBCNEWS .com. 2009).
These distressing (if possibly real-
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Ta usjaBa Ha CeetckaTta baHka:
MMocTojHUTEe eKOHOMCKM TPeHOo-
BM BO bocHa n XepuerosuHa nmaat
NocebHO HEraTyBHO BNMjaHNe Ha Mna-
[HaTa Bo 3emjata. MHory mnagm kora
3aBpLuLyBaaT cpegHO Uinm BUCOKO 06-
pa3oBaHue Bo bX He moxaT ga Haj-
fat pabora Bo cBojaTa npodecuja, a
MHOTY ApYru ce peluaBaar 3a HUCKO-
KBanuTeTHN paboTHM MecTa BO He-
dopmanHara (cuea) ekoHomuja. [o-
MarkKy of nornosuHa og cute Bpabo-
TEHW nuua nomnagu of 29 roavHu
ycrnesaar fa Hajgat pabota Bo obna-
CTa 3a Koja ce LuKoryBare, WTo BOAK
[10 BUCOKa CTarka Ha Murpauuja Hag-
BOp of 3eMjata (Ceetcka baHka 2013).
Bes Hamepa ga rv ybnaxam osue
CTaTUCTUYKN NpUBpaHy SUCKYpPCH, UK
[a rn ybnaxxam noteLuKoTUMTe CO KoM
ce coodyBaaT MHory Mnaau bocaHup,
ja 3aroBapam Te3aTa [jeka OBue V3BeLL-
Tau 1 aHanu3un ce YMHaT HeNoTMOMHM
Of [iBa [MaBHW acnekTu: NpBo, 3abopa-
BaaT [a M CMecTar OBMe CTaTUCTUYKU
HapaTWBW BO HUBHWOT NOLUMPOK UCTO-
PUCKO-KYNTYPEH KOHTEKCT Ha (nocT)
JyrocrnoeHckute onwTecTsa. Bropo,
TWe He npagaT pa3nuka nomery TeHka-
Ta HO NOBEKECIOjHa TEKCTYpa 1 eAuH-
CTBEHM KanauuTeTu 3a OejCTByBatsE,
BKITyYMTENTHO MOBMEKYBaH-E U HeyYe-
CTBO, Ha HeBpaboTeHaTa MnaguHa.
Haposp3ayBajkun ce Ha 18-Te me-
ceum eTHorpadpcka TepeHcka paborta
BO MNOCTBOEHA M NOCTCOLMjanMcTnYKa
BocHa - XepuerosuHa (2005-2006),
OBaa cTaTuja ce BnyLwTa BO (eKkcTpa)

istic) media projections significantly
impact the public opinion. In other
words, they are used as tools for
popular exercise in the diagnostics
of the state and its youth, who are
frequently described as not only un-
employed but also (politically) let-
hargic: ,Western humanitarian wor-
kers repeatedly comment on what is
perceived as widespread apathy
among young Bosnians, who either
seem reluctant to make change
happen or feel inadequate to do so*
(The Christian Science Monitor
2002:2). Similar, Balkan Insight re-
ports that young people in Bosnia-
Herzegovina are “critical of the way
their country is run but have little in-
terest in joining politics to change
things” (Juki¢ 2012:1).

Without trying to lessen these
statistically generated policy reports
and media discourses or to mini-
mize the hardships that many young
Bosnians face, | argue that these
analyses seem to be incomplete in
two major ways: first, they neglect to
situate these statistical narratives
into their larger historical and cul-
tural context of (post)Yugoslav soci-
eties. Second, they do not elucidate
the fine yet multifaceted texture and
unique agentive capacities — includ-
ing withdrawal and nonparticipation
— of unemployed youth.

Building on 18 months of ethno-
graphic fieldwork in postwar and
postsocialist Bosnia-Herzegovina
(2005-2006), this article descends
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OpAVHaPHUTE XMBOTW Ha MnaguTe BO
BuX, nocebHo of pypanHuTe KpauL-
Ta, CO Hamepa Ja rm OCBETINM, NPeKy
KOPUCTEHE Ha aHanuTukaTa Ha coyu-
JjarnHuom »ueom 80 UcYeKy8aH-e, H/B-
HUTE CeKOjOEBHU eMOTUBHU U Tene-
CHM MCKyCTBa CO HeBpaboTeHocTa.
Tyka nocebHO ce ocBpHyBaM Ha Mno-
parouuTe npubpaHy BO TEKOT Ha YETU-
pn meceum (centemapu 2006 rog. oo
nekemspy 2006 rod.) Ko rv NOMUHaB
BO e[leH OCMpOMalLLIeH rpaj BO ceBe-
po3anagHa bocHa Koj jac ro Hapeky-
Bam bjeno bpao, 1 nocebHo Bo Heroo-
TO €AMHCTBEHO CPeHO yuunuwTte. To-
kmy Bo Bjeno Bpao v okonHute cena
Hajaobpo YBMAOB Kako KOHTUHYMpa-
HaTa cocTojba Ha HeBpabOTEHOCT U
HEMaH-ETO Hafex 3a nogobpa ngHu-
Ha ,cera n oBae“ ja BOOONMKyBa KOM-
nnekcHaTa penauuja Ha mnaguHara
CO HMBHaTa MocTBoeHa apxasa. o-
KOHKPETHO, BO MOHATaMOLLUHNOT TEKCT
Ke ja unyctpupam TeHgeHuujata Ha
MnaguTe Ja ce WUCKMyyaT of Kaksa
6vno jaBHOCT CO Hamepa fa npemu-
HaT BO ,X1bepHaumja“ unu yekame, Ha
TOj HAYUH LUTeaejku ja cBojaTa nonu-
TUYKa N EeKOHOMCKa eHepruja 3a no-
pnobap xuBoT Ha apyro mecto. Npen
Ha yuTaTtenoT Aa My NnoHyadam Tpora-
TerneH ONuC Ha UCKycTBaTa Ha ucye-
KyBar-e Ha HeBpaboTeHaTa MnaguHa,
HaKpaTKo Ke ja objacHam noLumpokara
COLMO-MONUTMYKa No3aamnHa BO Koja
ce pa3BuBalle oBaa eTHorpadwja,
KOHTEKCTOT Ha ,Jynnarta TpaHavuuja.”

into the (extra)ordinary lives of young,
especially rural, Bosnians, in order
to illuminate the contours of the
,social life of waiting® — a multilay-
ered, shared, informed and embodi-
ed process of semi-deliberate sus-
pension in the shared present. The
social life of waiting thus refers to
the youth’s everyday visceral and
bodily experiences of unemploy-
ment and political with — drawal. In
order to ethnographically depict
these processes, in what follows |
focus on the data collected during
four months (September 2006 thro-
ugh December 2006) that | spent in
an impoverished northwestern Bos-
nian town that | call Bijelo Brdo. Itis
in Bijelo Brdo and its surrounding
villages that | was able to see, most
clearly, how the perpetual unem-
ployment and the lack of hope for a
better future “here and now” shape
youth’s troubled relationship to their
postwar state. More specifically, in
what follows | illustrate youth’s ten-
dency to iskljuciti se (shut off or turn
off) from any public in order to en-
gage in the activity of “hibernating”
or waiting, thus preserving their po-
litical and economic energies for a
better life elsewhere. Before | offer
to the reader the moving descrip-
tions of unemployed youths’ expe-
riences of joblessness as the poli-
tics and poetics of waiting, | shortly
explain the larger socio-political
background into which this ethnog-
raphy unfolded — the context of a
“double transition.”
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BojHatam
aynnarta ,, TpaH3uumja”’

Coupnjanuctuuka PegepatveHa
Peny6nuka Jyrocnasuja (COPJ) (1943
-91) nsHukHa og Bropata cBeTcka BOj-
Ha No4 NMAEPCTBO Ha XapnamaTuyHu-
OT KOMyHUCTWYKM nugep Jocun Bpo3
TuTo 1 HeroBaTa ugeonoruja Ha ,opat-
CTBO W €4UHCTBO,” Koja MponarvpaLue
[leKa cuTe jyroCrIOBEHCKU ETHUYKN rpy-
nu Tpeba ga koeramctmpaaT BO MUp U
XapMOHWUja, 1 NoKpaj Npeno3HaTnmMBu-
Te pa3nuku nomery H1B. COPJ Gele
dhenepaumja Ha wect penybnuku: Cro-
BeHuja, XpBaTtcka, bocHa n Xepuerosu-
Ha, Cpbwuja (co ABe aBTOHOMHY NOKpa-
nHn Kocoso v BojsoguHa), LipHa lopa
n MakegoHuja. o cmpTTa Ha TuTo BO
1980 roa., 1 kKako OAroBOp Ha pacna-
faykmTe COUMjanUCTUYKN PEXUMU BO
uena VctouHa EBpona, TeH3umTe no-
mery penyonukuTe, Kov umaa ucTopu-
CKV KOpeHu 1 6ea nonuTUyYkM mMobu-
NN3MpaHn, KynMMmMHUpaa co aeknapa-
LMja Ha HE3aBMCHOCT MporfaceHa o4
CnoseHuja n Xpsatcka Bo jyHu 1991
rog. VictoBpemeHo, CpnckoTo Haumo-
HaNMCTUYKO PaKOBOACTBO NpeaBoae-
Ho of CnobogaH MunoweBuk caka-
LLie ia ro 3apXu, Nog Kakeu Brno oko-
FTHOCTW, CETO CPMCKO HaceneHue BO
pamKkuTe Ha edHa 3emja. Kako pesyn-
TaTt Ha oBa, MunoLweBuk rv oTpnu
H6aparata Ha CrnioBeHuja 1 XpBaTtcka
3a opaenysarbe og COPJ, co orneq Ha
TOAa LUTO 0BOj Yekop Ou ja 3arposwur no-
3uupmjaTta Ha CprcKMTe MasnuMHCTBa BO

The War
and the Double “Transition”

The Socialist Federal Republic
of Yugoslavia (SFRY) (1943-91)
emerged from the WWII under the
leadership of its charismatic com-
munist leader, Josip Broz Tito and
his ideology of ,brotherhood and
unity,“ which proposed that all Yu-
goslav ethnic groups should peace-
fully and harmoniously coexist des-
pite the recognized differences
among them. SFRY was a federa-
tion of six republics: Slovenia, Cro-
atia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Serbia
(with two autonomous regions Ko-
sovo and Vojvodina), Montenegro,
and Macedonia. After the death of
Tito in 1980, and as a response to
the crumbling socialist regimes
throughout Eastern Europe, histor-
ically rooted and politically mobi-
lized tensions among the republics
culminated in a declaration of inde-
pendence by Slovenia and Croatia
in June of 1991. Simultaneously,
the Serbian nationalistic leader-
ship, headed by Slobodan MiloSe-
vi¢, wanted to keep, under any cir-
cumstance, all Serb populations
within one country. As a result, Mi-
loSevi¢ dismissed Slovenia and
Croatia’s calls for separation from
the SFRY, since this move would
jeopardize the position of Serbian
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HOBUTE OpxaBu, NocebHO BO XpearT-
CKa, Koja BO TOa BpeMe MMalle 3Hauu-
TeneH 6poj Ha CprcKo HaceneHue.
Hamecto Toa pakoBoacTtBoto Ha COPJ
BO koe AomuHupaa Cpbute ro nog-
ApXa o4pXKyBaweTO Ha edHa Jyro-
cnasuja, co Cpricka xereMoHuja BO
Hea. Kora noyHaa fa cracyeaat no-
BULM 3a nonabaea KoHdenepaTBHa
ApXXaBa of NPeTCTaBHULMTE Ha jyro-
croseHckuTe penybnukn bocHa - Xep-
LerosuHa u MakegoHuja, nugepute
Ha Cpbuja oabuja ga nperoBapaar 3a
MOXHOCTa 3a KOHbeaepauumja.
HesaBwcHo of, oBYe TEH3MM BO Of-
HOC Ha NpaBaTa Ha HapoauTe 1 peny-
GrivknTe 3a CyBEpeHUTET KoM Cce HaT-
npesapysaa mery cebe, CrnoseHuja u
Xpeartcka 6ea npusHaT 3a HE3aBUCHM
ApXaBu 0f CTpaHa Ha nolumpokaTa
mefyHapogHa 3aegHuua (Woodward
1995). Mo geknapupareTo 1 MefyHa-
POAHOTO NPU3HaBaH-Ee Ha HE3aBUCHOT
o[ cTpaHa Ha CrnoBeHuja 1 XpBatcka,
1 MO BOjJHUTE KOW Ce Cry4nja BO OBwe,
cera He3aBWCHMW JpxaBu, MOMery Ho-
BUTE ApXXaBu 1 JyrocrioBeHckarta Ha-
poaHa apmuja - JHA, bocHa n Xepue-
roBMHa ce Hajge Bo nonoxba Bo Koja
MopalLe fa n3bupa nomery HesaBuc-
HOCT (KOja ja moaapXyBaa MHO3WH-
cTBOTO 0f bocaHckuTe Mycnumann un
XpBatuTte) 1 octaHyBane BO Jyrocro-
BeHcKa doegepaumja (koe ro 3arosapa-
LLIe MHO3UHCTBOTO oA CprcKkoTo Hace-
neHve. Bo cespyapu 1992 ce ogpxa
pedepeHayM 3a He3aBUCHOCT o Jyro-
cnaeuja, Koj ro 6ojkoTupalue Hajrone-
muoT aen og Cpbute. HesasucHo oa

minorities in the new states, espe-
cially in Croatia, which at that time
had a significant Serbian popula-
tion. Instead, the Serb-dominated
SFRY leadership supported the
maintenance of one Yugoslavia, and
Serb hegemony within it. When calls
for a looser, confederate state came
from the representatives of the Yu-
goslav Republics Bosnia-Herzego-
vina and Macedonia, Serbia’s lea-
ders refused to negotiate the pos-
sibility of confederation.
Regardless of these tensions
around the competing issues of na-
tions’ and republics’ rights to sover-
eignty, Slovenia and Croatia were
recognized as independent states
by the wider international commu-
nity (Woodward 1995). After the de-
clarations and international reco-
gnition of independence by Slove-
nia and Croatia, and the wars that
took place in these now independ-
ent states between the new states
and the Yugoslav People’s Army (Ju-
goslovenska Narodna Armija, JNA),
Bosnia-Herzegovina found itself in
a position where it had to choose
between independence (supported
by majority Bosnian Muslims and
Croats) and remaining in the Yugo-
slav federation (supported by ma-
jority Serb population). In February
1992, a referendum for independ-
ence from Yugoslavia took place,
which was boycotted by the major-
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6ojkoToT, BocHa 1 XepLerosnHa cTaHa
HesaBuCHa ApxaBa Ha 6 Anpun 1992.
Wctmnot aeH kora bocHa-XepuerosnHa
6ewwe odumumjanHo npmaHaeHa, Cpn-
ckute napasoenu egnHuum n JHA ro
HanagHaa rnaBHUOT rpag Ha bocHa —
XepuerosuHa, CapaeBo, 1 3anoyHaa
BojHa BO bocHa-XepuerosuHa. Bojcka-
Ta Ha camonpornaceHata Cprcka pe-
nybnuka Ha bocHa n XepuerosuHa,
MomMorHara co Bojcka u opyxije og Cp-
6uja, ycnea aa ocsom ckopo 70% o
TeputopujaTta Ha 3emjaTa 4O KpajoT Ha
1993 (Malcolm 1996: 238). Tue ncto
Taka rv HaHecoa ¥ Hekou of Hajbpy-
TanHUTE HaCUMHWYKM Hanagyu usBp-
LeHN HaZ Hecprcko HaceneHve. [o-
MOMHWUTENHO, KOH KpajoT Ha 1992, oT-
MoYHa BOjHa NOMEryY NPETXOAHO COojy3-
HUYKWUTE BOjCKM Ha XpBaTuTe u boLwu-
mauuTe® Bo LeHTpanHa bocHa-Xep-
LleroBMHa, WTO npeaunssmka gonon-
HWUTENHO KpBOMporneBawe, NocebHo
Bo 1993 (Malcolm 1996).

No noseke of Tpw roguHn Hesyc-
MELUHN NPEroBOPU, KPBaBN KOH(MUK-
™, npeky 100.000 mpTBU 1 1,5 MyUnu-
OHMW pacenenu nuua beranum, Ha 14
Aekemepu 1995 rog. 6elue notnumwiaH
[1ejTOHCKMOT MMPOBEH [OroBop CO
LUTO Ce CTaBM Kpaj Ha BojHaTa BO bo-
CHa 1 ce BHeCe KOHCOLMjanH1oT Mogen
Ha gemokpaTtuja. Nako 3arosapalue
[leKa Lenu KoH noMupyBame, 4eMO-
KpaTuja U ETHUYKN Niypanusam, cro-
pen kputnyapute [1oroBopoT ro o3a-
KOHW €THWYKOTO Aenerwe Ha bocak-
ckute Cpbu, bocaHckute XpBatu 1
Bowwaumnte (Chandler 1999). [oro-

ity of Serbs. Regardless of the boy-
cott, Bosnia-Herzegovina became
an independent state on April 6,
1992. On the same day that Bo-
snia-Herzegovina was officially rec-
ognized, Serbian paramilitary units
and JNA attacked Bosnia-Herze-
govina’s capital, Sarajevo, and ini-
tiated a war in Bosnia-Herzegovina.
The army of the self-proclaimed
Serbian Republic of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, with the help of men
and weapons from Serbia, succe-
eded in conquering close to 70% of
the country’s territory by the end of
1993 (Malcolm 1996: 238). It also
perpetrated some of the most brutal
acts of violence exercised against
the non-Serb populations. In addi-
tion, towards the end of 1992, the
war between previously cooperating
armies of Croats and Bosniaks eru-
pted in central Bosnia-Herzegovina,
causing additional bloodshed, espe-
cially in 1993 (Malcolm 1996).
After more than three years of
failed negotiations, bloody conflict,
over 100,000 deaths, and the dis-
placement of 1.5 million people as
refugees, on December 14, 1995, the
Dayton Peace Agreement brought
an end to the Bosnian war and in-
serted the consociational model of
democracy. While claiming to have
reconciliation, democracy, and eth-
nic pluralism as its objectives, in the
eyes of its critics the agreement in-
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BOPOT ja nofdenu 3emjata Ha [Ba eH-
Tuteta: Pegepaunja bux (PbuX), co
51% of TepuTOpUjaTa 1 MHO3VMHCKN Ha-
cerneH co bowraum n bocaHcku Xpea-
", n Peny6nvka Cpncka (PC), co 49%
o4 TepuTopuWjaTa U CKOPO WUCKIYy4MBO
HaceneHa og bocaHcku Cpbw. MNoHaTa-
My, co [orosopot ce nogenn ®bux
Ha 10 KaHTOHa, CO Mar CTeneH Ha no-
MELLAHOCT NoMery eTHUYKuTe rpynu.*
NHCTUTYLMOHaNU3NpaH-eTO Ha eT-
HUYKUTE rPynn He € HOBMHa BO bocHa
- XepLeroBrHa; UCTOPUCKN ETHO-pe-
nvruckata nosagvHa belwe egHa of
rMaBHUTE NPUHLMMN Ha OpraHu3npa-
Ho€ Ha COLUMjarniH1OT U MONUTUYKMOT XN~
BoT (Bougarel 1996; Kasapovi¢ 2005).
WcTopuckata HoBMHa e orpomMHaTa Te-
putopujanusaimja Ha ETHAYKUTE rpyni
n3BeaeHa npeky ,eTHUYKMA YncTera” °
BO TEKOT Ha BOjHaTa 1 noHatamy 3a-
jakHaTta n nerutTumMmnsupaHa Bo [ejToH.
CyLTUHCKM € GhaKTOoT WTo [lejTOHCKN-
OT MUPOBEH [I0rOBOP ja 3ajakHa U 3a-
LIeMeHTMPa ETHO-HaLMOHanNUcTu4YKara
(awn)Bum3wja, co ornea Ha Toa LWTO OBa
reHepvpaLle CBOEBUAHO ‘NPOCTOPHO
ofpenyBame Ha OpxaBu’: UOEONOLL-
KO, MOMMTUYKM M COUMjaneH MexaHu-
3aM Ha TepuTopujanHa nogenba u
ANCUMNITUHUPAaHE Ha ETHUYKN co3aa-
AeHunte Hapoau Bo bocHa - Xepuero-
BuHa.® OBaa npocTopHa nopeneHoct
W ynpaByBak-e 1 npucTanysa Ha ap-
XaBaTa Kako Ha 301p o Tpy OALENHM
‘eTHnkyma’ (Verdery 1994), sTemene-
HN BO ETXHWUYKN XOMOFEHUTE TEPUTO-
pun (Bringa 2003; Campbell 1999;
Chandler 1999; Jansen 2005).

scribed in law the ethnic partitioning
of Bosnian Serbs, Bosnian Croats,
and Bosniaks (Chandler 1999). The
Agreement divided the country into
two entities: the Federation of BiH
(FBiH), with a 51 percent share of
the territory and inhabited by mostly
Bosniaks and Bosnian Croats, and
the Republika Srpska (RS), with 49
percent of the territory and popula-
ted almost exclusively by Bosnian
Serbs. Further, the agreement sep-
arated the FBiH into 10 cantons,
with little intermixing between the
ethnic groups.

The institutionalization of eth-
nicity is not new to Bosnia-Herze-
govina; historically, ethnoreligious
background was one of the main
organizing principles of social and
political life (Bougarel 1996; Kasa-
povic¢ 2005). What is historically no-
vel however, is the overwhelming
territorialization of ethnic groups
which was crafted through ,ethnic
cleansing“ during the war and so-
lidified and legitimized in Dayton.
The fact that the Dayton Peace Agre-
ement reinforced and cemented an
ethno-nationalist (di) vision is cru-
cial, since this generated a particu-
lar ‘spatial governmentality’ — an
ideological, political and social me-
chanism of territorial segregation
and disciplining of ethnically con-
ceived peoples in Bosnia-Herzego-
vina. This spatial governmentality
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lNoHaTamy, oBaa MacoBHa eTHU3a-
LmMja Ha NONUTUYKMOT MPOoLEeC N Mma-
rMHauuja, JOMoSIHUTEHO Ha Cce ywwTe
XUBUTE N TpayMaTCKu CekaBaha Of,
CKOpeLUHaTa BojHa, OCTaBW MarkKy npo-
CTOp 3a 3aHMMaBake CO couujanu-
ctnykoto MuHato (Gilbert 2006:14).
OBa 0TCYyCTBO Ha jaBeH AMUCKYpC 3a
couujanmMamMoT e MHTepPecHo, Co orneq
Ha nopasutenHuTe eekTn Kou Bp3
OCMPOMALLEHWNOT U OCaKaTeH CO BOjHa
Hapog rm umatle ,TpaH3vuujata“ Bo
dopma Ha MacoBHa npeaTusauuja Ha
MMOTOT BO ApXKaBHa COMCTBEHOCT U
nocTojaHaTa enviMmnHauuja Ha gpxas-
HUTe jaBHW npeTnpujaTtuja. M osa oT-
CYyCTBO € WCTO Taka pa3bupnueo,
nopaam Toa LITOo ,,MPOMEHUTE CO BOj-
HaTa U HEKOW Of HajBMANuBUTE pe-
KOHTEKCTyanusauum Ha coumjanu-
CTUYKUTE hOpMU Cryxene aa ce ‘or-
pagy’ MUHATOTO Of CeralHoOCTa Ha
Ha4YMH CO KOj Ke ce cnpeyn Aa cTaHe
3HayaeH npedMeT Ha jaBHa OUCKyCY-
ja“ (Gilbert 2006 :16). OBa noctojaHo
orpagyBane U Tprawe HacTpaHa Ha
COLMjanuCTUYKOTO MUHATO npeau-
3BMKA OTPOMHM MOCMeanUM Ha Haun-
HOT Kako (MOCT) couujanuamMoT ce ns-
BerHyBalLie 1 npepackaxysalle, (He)
ce AMCKyTupaLLe, ce TpeTupalLe 1 ce
nocpeaysalle of CTpaHa Ha floKasHu
M MeryHapoaHU NonuTUYapu u reHe-
panHara jaBHocT (Gilbert 2006). Hesa-
BUCHO 0fj OBOj ,Heycnex” jaBHO Ja ce
MPOroBopwu 1 ja ce CO04MMeE CO CKpU-
eHUTe npaLlaxa Ha (NocT) couunjanu-
3MOT, COUMjaNUCTUYKUTE HOPMU U
OYeKyBakba Ce yLUTe NocTojaT BO 06mY-

approaches the state as an assem-
blage of three distinct ‘ethnic collec-
tivities’ (Verdery 1994) rooted in et-
hnically homogenous territories
(Bringa 2003; Campbell 1998; Chan-
dler 1999; Jansen 2005).
Furthermore, this overwhelming
ethnicization of political process
and political imagination, in addition
to the still palpable and traumatic
memories of recent war, left limited
space for the engagement with the
socialist past (Gilbert 2006:14). This
absence of public discourses about
socialism is curious, given the dev-
astating effects that the ,transition*
— in the form of massive privatiza-
tion of state-own property and per-
petual elimination of state-founded
public services — has had on the
impoverished and war-devastated
populous. This absence is also un-
derstandable, however, because
»the wartime realignment and some
of the most visible recontextualiza-
tions of socialist forms serve to
‘bracket’ the past from the present
in ways that keep it from becoming
a significant object of public disco-
urse” (Gilbert 2006:16). This perpe-
tual bracketing and displacement of
socialist past has had huge conse-
quences on how (post)socialism is
being unimagined and reimagined,
(not) talked about, handled and
mediated by local and international
politicians and wider publics (Gilbert
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HUTE XWBOTW, KaJe ,JpXaBHUTe COo-
LUMjanucTmikn oopMu, HauuoHanu-
CTUYKMTE BPEOHOCTU M hopmarnHuTe
LEMOKpATCKM M MasapHo-6a3mpaxm
Gapara Ha npukny4vyBaweTo BO EY
Koersuctupaar v yHKLUMOHUpaaT BO
HenarogHa kombuHaumja“ (Gilbert
2006:15). 3a oBa 36opyBaat oBue
BPEMEHCKM, MPOCTOPHMW U CTPYKTYPHW
KOHBEPreHTHOCTY NOMeLLaHu Co OBUE
KOHCPNMKTHM NPOLLECM U NMPOEKTK, CO
orfe Ha Toa LUTO ro Npean3BuKyBaar
OMLUTOTO NIMHEapPHO NpeTCTaByBak-e
Ha ,TpaH3unumjata“ og coumjanusam
koH noctcoumjanusam (Gilbert 2006).
[lononHuTenHo Ha oBa, 3a pasnuka
04 NOCTOjHUTE eTHorpadckn npume-
PW 0f, OCTaTOKOT Of, PETMOHOT KOU No-
KakyBaaT Kako 0bu4HuUTE nyfe 4ecTo
M KopuCTaT coumjanucTnykaTa npak-
ca, BpeHOCTM U MO4an1TeTu Kora ce
npemuHyBa og 6onHara ,TpaH3vupmja’
KOH KanuTtanuamor, (Bu1au, nomery apy-
rute, Buraway u Verdery 1999; Dunn
2004; Borneman 1997), Bo bocaH-
CKMOT npumMep, NOBTOPHOTO MojaBy-
Bak€ Ha CoUMjanuCTUYKUTE BpeaHO-
CTW YecTonaTu ro Npean3BrKyBa YyB-
CTBOTO Ha ,,3aCT0j, aKo He 1 perpecu-
ja“ (Gilbert 2006:17).” Monatamy BO
OBaa cTyauja, ce HypHyBaM BO XXMBO-
TUTe Ha MnaguHata Ha bjeno bpao
3a fja JonoBaM Kako oBue mnagu 6e3s
HEeKaKBW Hagexw ce bopar Co HUBHU-
Te NOCTBOEHW U MOCTCOLMjanmnCTUYKM
AnnemMu.

2006). Regardless of this failure to
publicly address and confront the
issues of (post) socialism, the so-
cialist norms and expectations still
inform ordinary lives, where ,state
socialist forms, nationalist values
and the formal democratic and
market-based requirements of EU
accession coexist and operate in
uneasy combination“ (Gilbert
2006:15). These temporal, spatial
and structural convergences among
conflicting processes and projects
are telling since they challenge the
common linear representation of
the ,transition® from socialism to
postsocialim (Gilbert 2006). In addi-
tion, unlike the existing ethnogra-
phic accounts from the rest of the
region which show how socialist
practices, values and ways are fre-
quently used by ordinary people
when dealing with painful ,transi-
tion“ to capitalism (see, among oth-
ers, Buraway and Verdery 1999;
Dunn 2004; Borneman 1992), in the
Bosnian case the resurfacing of the
socialist values often produces the
sense of ,stasis, if not regression”
(Gilbert 2006:17). In what follows, |
descend into the lives of Bijelo Brdo
youth in order to capture how these
disadvantaged individuals grapple
with their postwar and postsocialist
predicament.
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Bjeno bpao

[Haneky of ounte Ha MeryHapoa-
HUTE L4PXXaBOTBOPLM M €THO-HaLUWO-
HanHW NONUTUYKM NMaepu Ha cuTe
cTpaHu, nexu rpagot bjeno bpao,
Marno CMPOMALLHO rpat4ye CMecTeHO
40 munju Ha uctok og buxak, Ha rnas-
HWOT MaT [0 MaBHWOT rpag Ha bocHa,
CapaeBo. 'pagoT e cmecTeH bnuay o
NHTEp-eHTUTETCKaTa rpaHvua Koja ja
npousBege BojHaTa co Koja ce ofae-
nysa ®buX on PC. lNpep BojHaTa rpa-
[0T BeLLe No3HaT No PECTPUKLMUTE CO
Boda 1 no ybaBMOT CKujayku LeHTap
BO GnnanHa. [leHec, osa MecTo e 3a60-
paBeHO CKOPO Of CUTE U NMOHeKoraLl
XUTENUTE ro ONuLLYyBaaT Kako crieno
LpeBo Ha YHa-CaHa KaHTOHOT BO ce-
Bepo3anagHa bocHa - XepuerosuHa.

XKutenute Ha onwTuHaTta bjeno
Bpoo 6une BormasHo Cpbu (okony
75%) n Mycnumanu/boluraum (oko-
ny 20 %) npeq BojHaTa, CO Toa LUTO BO
rpagort xuBeere noseke Mycnvmaxu,
a CpbuTe xuBeerne NpeTeXxHO BO OKOS-
HUTe cena. [leHec BO rpagorT xwueeart
CKOpO efHaKoB Opoj of ABETE E€THU-
yku rpynun, Cpbu 1 bolurwaum. Hacene-
HueTo 6pou nomery 3.000 n 7.000
nyre (HVKOj Of, XXUTENMTE He MoXeLle
[la M1 KaXke KONMKYMUHA TOYHO XXMBe-
art, a nonuc He e cnposeaeH og 1991),
HajMHOry Ce NOBPATHMLM KOM XuBeaTt
BO rpafoT v okonHute cena. Bo ueH-
TapoT Ha rpafoT xwuBeat noseke bowu-
Hbaly @ BO OKOSTHUTE cena HajMHory
Cpbwu. bowrauunte n Cpbute xmeeat

Bijelo Brdo

Far from the eyes of the interna-
tional state-builders and ethnona-
tional political leaders on all sides,
rests the town of Bijelo Brdo, a small
and insolvent town located close to
the war produced inter-entity line
that separates the FBiH from the
RS. Before the war, the town was
known for its recurrent water short-
ages and for a nice ski resort in its
vicinity. Today, it is a place forgotten
by almost everyone, and someti-
mes described by locals as a slije-
po crijevo (appendix) of the Una -
Sana Canton in northwestern Bos-
nia-Herzegovina.

The population of the municipal-
ity of Bijelo Brdo was primarily Serb
(around 75%) and Muslim/Bosniak
(around 20%) before the war, where
more Muslims lived in the town and
Serbs dominated the adjacent vil-
lages. The town’s population is to-
day almost equally divided bet- ween
two ethnic groups, Serbs and Bos-
niaks. There are between 3,000 and
7,000 people (none of the inhabi-
tants could tell me how many ex-
actly, and there was no census taken
since 1991), mostly returnees, liv-
ing in town and the surrounding vil-
lages. While there are more Bos-
niaks in the center of town, villages
are populated mostly by the Serbs.
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e[lHW MOKpaj Apyru BO BOj Man 6ocaH-
CKM rpag, cnogenysajku pasnmyHu HO
MCNPEennEeETEHN BOEHN NPUKA3HM.

BojHara u kpajoT Ha couujanms-
MOT OCTaBuWja MHOTYKPaTHWN oU3NYKN
W MCUXOSNOLLKN Ny3HW Ha obaTa Hapo-
fa. Cnopea MouTe CoOroBopHMLM, boLu-
taunute Gene npotepanun og bjeno
Bpao Ha NoYeToKOT Ha BojHaTa, BO Ne-
Toto 1992 rog, otkora Cpnckara Ha-
LUMoHanNucTMYKa naptuja nobeguna
Ha OMLTUHCKUTE N360pK 1 NTIOKanunoT
Cpnckn Hapog, nocebHo BO cenata,
3ano4Han 6pry oa ce Haopyxysa. o
HEKOnKy Meceum XMBOT oabenexaH
CO CTpaB 1 HecUrypHocT, bolrwaumnte
Gune npumopaHu ga 3aMuHaT, HUB-
HOTO 3aMUHYyBaH-€ ro opraHuanpana
BojckaTa Ha PC, Bkny4yBajkv 1 Hekou
04 HMBHWTE goToraluHu coceam, Cp-
oute oa bjeno Bpoo. PaHo HayTpo
efeH ybas aeH netoto 1992 rog,., boww-
HauuTe 6une cobpaHu BO LEHTAPOT
Ha rpagoT 1 NoToa CrnpoBefeHn Ao
aBTOBYyCK KoM ' ogBesne 4o obnacT
noJ KoHTpora Ha bocaHckara Bojcka
BO LeHTpanHa bocHa. Noronemwuot
6poj oa oBwe nyre ocTaHane ga xw-
BeaT Ha nepwudepujata Ha rpagoT
TpaBHUK BO LieHTpanHa bocHa - Xep-
LeroBmHa. Bo TekoT Ha BojHaTa gen
0f HMB OCTaHare Tyka, HO norofiemu-
oT 6poj ro NPoAOMKNIE NATOT KOH Ge-
ranickv Kamnosu BO XpBatcka, a no-
Toa lepmanuja.®

Beranckata nonynauuja 3anou-
Hana ga ce Bpaka Bo bjeno bpgo ot-
kora lNeTTmnoT Koprnyc Ha GocaHckaTa
BOjcKa ro ,,ocnoboamn’ rpagot 8o 1995

Bosniaks and Serbs live side by
side in this small Bosnian town, and
they share diverse but intermingled
war stories.

The war and the end of social-
ism left multiple physical and psy-
chological scars on both populati-
ons. According to the narratives of
my informants, Bosniaks were for-
ced out from Bijelo Brdo at the be-
ginning of the war, in the summer of
1992, after the Serb nationalist party
won the municipal elections and the
local Serb population, especially in
the villages, started to arm quickly.
After several months of life marked
by fear and anxiety, the Bosniaks
were forced to leave — their depar-
ture was organized by the Army of
the RS, including some of their for-
mer neighbors, the Bijelo Brdo Serbs.
Early in the morning on a nice day
in the summer of 1992, the Bosniak
population was gathered in the cen-
ter of town and then escorted to bu-
ses which took them to the area
under the control of the Bosnian
Army in central Bosnia. The majority
of this population ended up living on
the outskirts of the town of Travnik
in central Bosnia-Herzegovina. While
some of these people remained in
Travnik throughout the war, the ma-
jority continued their journey to the
refugee camps in Croatia and then
Germany.®

The refugee population started
to return to Bijelo Brdo after the Fifth
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rog. Ha geHot Ha ,ocnobogysaneTo,”
14 centemBpu 1995, 3anoyHan erso-
[yCOT Ha cTapuTe Cprcku cemejcTea
oz bjeno bpgo kako 1 Ha HoBoZojae-
HuTe Cpbu Kom rm Hacenune ucnpas-
HeTUTe CTaHoBW Ha bowrauuTe, be-
rajkn og NeTTMOT KOPNYC KOj ja CKp-
LuMn oncagaTa Ha buxak n Hagoaran
6pry koH barba Jlyka (rnaBHWOT rpag
Ha PC), natem ypuBajkun, nanejku u
nrbaykocyBajkuv rv cenara. bjeno bpao
e eHO o Tue HecpekHu MecTa. Bo
2006 rog, 11 roamHn No 3aBpLUyBaH-e-
TO Ha BOjHATa, Ha MHOTy CPMCKK cena
okony bjeno bpao ceé ywre ce Bua-
NBM TparuTe o Toa ,,ocnoboaysare.”
MNoeeketo Cpbu kom noberHane npea
LocnoboguTenHara“ Bojcka, ce npece-
nune Bo PC, noTo4Ho BO rpagoTt [ep-
BeHTa. Bo TOj rpag y4ene oCHOBHO
YYUIMLLTE MHOTY Of, MI1aamTe CO KoM
ce cnpvjaTtenve 3a BpeMe Ha MOETO
NCTpaxyBaH-€ BO rpagorT.
BpakareTo Ha cpnckuTe 6eranum
BO OKOSIHUTE, UCTOPUCKO CPICKK Ce-
na, 6uno noycnewHo of BpakakeTo
BO rpagoT. Pasnukara Bo oBve obpac-
LM Ha Bpakarwe MOXe aa ce objacHu
CO (haKTOT Aeka NoBpaTHULMTE BO Ce-
naTa cmeTarne Aeka Moxar aa ce not-
npaT Ha cBojaTa 3eMja 3a fa Npexu-
Bear. ,YpbaHute® noBpatHuUmM cenak
mopane ga 6apaat paboTa koja, BO
Taka OCMpOMaLLEeH rpag, MHOTYy TeLl-
KO ce Haora. [JononHUTenHo, MHory
o 6eranuuTe of rpagoT ua3rpagune
HOBM XMBOTW BO rpagosuTe Bo PC
KaJe Halure 3aCOoMnHULITE U He UM ce
fonarana uaejata 3a Bpakamwe. Of

Corp of the Bosnian Army ,liber-
ated” the town in 1995. On the ,li-
beration day,“ September 14" 1995,
the old Bijelo Brdo Serb families and
the Serb newcomers who replaced
Bosniaks in their apartments star-
ted their exodus — the escape from
the approaching Fifth Corp that bro-
ke the siege of Biha¢ and was spe-
edily advancing towards Banja Luka
(the capital of the RS), destroying,
burning, and looting villages on its
way. Bijelo Brdo was one of those
unfortunate places. In 2006, 11 years
after the end of the war, many Serb
villages around Bijelo Brdo displa-
yed clear marks of this ,liberation.”
The majority of the Serbs who were
running away from the Bosnian
Army moved to the RS, more pre-
cisely to the town of Derventa. This
is where many of the youth | befri-
ended during my research went to
elementary school.

The return of the Serb refugees
to the surrounding, historically Serb
villages has been more successful
than the return to the town. This dif-
ference in the return patterns can
be explained by the fact that the vil-
lage returnees felt that they could
rely on their land to survive. ,Urbani-
tes,” however, had to look for em-
ployment, which, in an impoverished
town, was extremely hard to find. In
addition, many of the town refugees
built new lives in the RS towns in
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Apyra cTpaHa, 6eranuute of cenarta
,HVKOrall Me MoXaT [a ce HaBUKHaT
Ha 6eToH [rpaa]‘ (komeHTUpaLle eaeH
CprcKku cenaxew).

Bo TekoT Ha mojaTa uctpaxysau-
ka paboTa Ha TepeH, TEH3uuUTe nome-
ry bowmnauute n Cpbute Bo Bjeno
Bpao oa Bpeme Ha Bpeme epyntupaa
BO MOMAcCOBHO HacCUIICTBO, MOCEOHO
BO nepwvog Ha npasHuun. CekojaHeB-
HaTa Bo30yaa v nogenbu nomery ase-
Te €THUYKM TPynn ce BUAMMBMU U Ce
ofpa3syBaart Bp3 ypbaHata reorpadu-
ja. LleHTapoT Ha rpagoT e COuMHET 04
[iB€ [MaBHW ynnum no Kou nva kady-
NHa KOU CKOPO MOAeAHAKBO ce Mo-
Aenexmn nomery Cpbute n bowraum-
Te. Jlucay n bp.5 ce aoBe kapynura
BO COMCTBEHOCT 1 MOCETEHM CaMo 0f
Cp6bwu, nogeka Kpyr, Munennym n Pro
Ce BO COMNCTBEHOCT U CE MOCETEHM
camo o bowrauun. Kpyr u Jlucau ce
€[leH HacnpoTK ApYr, Ha CNOTUBHUTE
CTpaHu 04 rMaBHaTa ynumua, Taka LTo,
BO Tonnute yb6aBu NETHW OEHOBM,
Cpbute n bowrauute cnm pasmeHy-
BaaT nornean npeky TecHata ynuua
Koja rv opaenysa macute 1 npocTo-
pOT 3a cefene Ha ABeTe Kadynmma.
Opere Ha Cpbu Bo HowHaykn no-
Kanu 3apagu pasoHoga unm obpatHo
BeLue cé ywTe peTtka npakca Bo 2006
rod, Nno WTo YecTo criefea o3bopysa-
Hea 1 norneau og nyreto. MNpu cryyan
Ha Baka ,pu3NYHO” coumjanHo oaHe-
CyBak-€ Ce 3rofieMyBalle TeH3ujaTa
nomery xwutenute. HesaBncHo o oc-
Tpata nogenba Ha coumjanHnoT npo-
CTOP M BaKBOTO ETHUYKM OBenexaHo

which they took refuge, and they
did not entertain the idea of return.
On the other hand, the village refu-
gees could ,never get used to the
cement [city]“ (Serb villager’s com-
ment).

The everyday anxiety and divi-
sion between the two ethnic gro-
ups are visible and reflected in the
urban geography. The town has a
center which is comprised of two
main streets populated by coffee
shops/ bars which are almost equ-
ally distributed between the Serbs
and Bosniaks. Lisac [Fox] and No.5
are the two coffee shops owned
and visited exclusively by Serbs
while Krug [the Circle]; Millennium,
and Rio are owned and visited
solely by Bosniaks. Krug and Lisac
face one another — they are loca-
ted at two opposing sides on the
main street, so that during long and
nice summer days, Serbs and Bos-
niaks exchange looks over the nar-
row street that separates the se-
ating areas of the two coffee shops.
For Serbs to go to Bosniak places
of leisure and vice versa was still a
rare occurrence in 2006, often fol-
lowed by gossip and people watch-
ing. When this ,risky“ social be-
havior takes place it increases the
tension among the town dwellers.
Regardless of this sharp division of
social space and related ethnically
marked behavior, people in Bijelo
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ofHecyBake, nyreto of bjeno bpao
ycneBaar ga paboTar 3aeqHo v eOHu
nokpaj gpyrn. CnobogHoTo Bpeme, no-
cebHO Nner-eTo Kadhe 1 AoMaLLHMTE
MoceTu, cenak, ce HajMHOry ETHUYKM
noaenexHu.

Kpye u Jlucay, ce edeH Hacripomu Opye.
(CrnukaHo 00 asmopom)

CpenHoto yuunuwte Bo bjeno
Bpao 61no 3HauMTENHO OLWTETEHO BO
TEeKOT Ha BojHaTa. [leHec yumnuwuTeTo
€ CKOpO LiefI0CHO PEHOBUPAHO CO Mo-
MOLL Ha YCAl/I):l,9 W cera e eqHa ofi Haj-
[06po ogpXyBaHWTE YCTaHOBM BO
rpagor. Mo 6yaHOTO OKO Ha yYUNULL-
HWOT OMPEKTOp, 3rpadara becnpekop-
HO Ce OfpXXyBa M € MHOry TMBKa 3a
yCTaHOBa Koja ja noceTyBaaT noseke
oA 250 yyeHunun. OdmumjanHo yyum-
NULITETO Cce HapekyBa MeLloBWTO cpe-
[HO YYUIULLTE, LUTO 3HAYM AeKa Hyau
KMacuyHa (rMMHasucka) Hactasa'® u
Haco4YeHa HacTaBa CO HM3a HACOKWU
Ha cneuunjannaMpaHo CTpy4yHo obpa-
30BaHuWe, Kako LUTO ce LUymMapcTBo,
aBTOMEXaHM4apCcTBO, KO3METOsOorja
1 OpYr HACOKM. YYeHULMTE KOU M no-
CeTyBaaT HaCOYeHWTE nNporpamn ye-

Brdo manage to work together and
next to each other. Leisure time,
especially coffee drinking and home
visits, however, are mostly ethni-
cally divided.

Krug and Lisac facing each other.
(Photo by the author)

The high school in Bijelo Brdo,
my primary research site, was badly
damaged during the war. Today, the
school is almost fully reconstructed
with the help of the USAID,® and it
is one of the best well-kept instituti-
ons in town. Under the strict eye of
the school’s principal, the building
is kept spotless and extremely quiet
for hosting more than 250 students.
The school is officially called MjeSo-
vita srednja Skola or Mixed high
school,'® which means that it combi-
nes regular grammar school with a
number of vocational trainings, such
as forestry, auto repair, cosmetology
and other terminal high school de-
grees. The students enrolled in voca-
tional training are often rural, less
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CTO Ce of pypanHaTta cpefuHa, no-
MarKy npyBuUnerMpaHn, 1 06M4HO HUB-
HUTE MHTEPECK Ce Pa3NNYHU Of, OHME
Ha yYeHuuuTe BO KnacuyHarta npor-
pamMa. Jac NmoMUHaB MHOry BpeMe CO
obete rpynu, ja crneaes HacTaBata BO
rMMHasuckaTa 1 lWymapckaTa Hacoka,
HO KOH KpajoT Ha NPeCcTojoT NoYHaB Aa
MOMUHYBaM MoBeKe Bpeme U NnoBeke
[ia ja noceTyBaM pypanHarta mnagu-
Ha. OBaa M3NOXEHOCT Ha pas3fMyHM a
cenak MHTUMHO MOBP3aHM XMBOTMW Ha
Mnagute og ypbaHata v pypanHarta
cpeavHa gobpo Me NoaroTBv KpUTW-
YKM MM nocMaTpam onucute Ha 6ocan-
ckaTta MiagmHa Kom Kpyxea BO Meau-
ymMuTE, NOSNIUTUYKUTE W aKageMCKUTe
KpYroBsw.

KOHuenTyan n3npame
Ha MnaguHaTa

Bo TekoT Ha MouTE TEPEHCKM Mpo-
ydyBaksa CTaHa jacHoO geka ,mnagu-
HaTa“ Kako KaTeropuja Ha HaceneHve
BO bocHa - XepueroBuHa ctaHa eHa
Of} rNaBHUTE TEMU KOM ja BO3HEMUPY-
BaaT jaBHOCTA, METa Ha [MacuHu Koja
€ BMCOKO Ha MoMMTUYKaTa areHa Ha
MeryHapogHaTa v nokanHarta enuTa,
W OTTaMy € rnaBHa Len Ha HUBHUTE
nonutukn. O objaByBaneTO Ha Cce-
ondatHaTa cTyaunja 3a mraguTe cnpo-
BeaeHa og YHAI (2000, 2003) koja
ce 0aBK co cTaBOBUTE Ha MraguTe,
MeryHapO4HUTE 1 NIOKarHUTe KpyroBu
Ha jaBHOCTa BO bocHa - XepueroBrHa
ce 3acutunja og aebartun 3a ngHuHaTa
Ha MnaguHaTa U co MnaguTe Kako

privileged, and generally different in
orientation and interests than the
grammar school students. | spent a
lot of time with both groups, attend-
ing classes in grammar and fores-
try divisions, but towards the end of
my stay | started to spend more time
with and visit the rural youth more.
This exposure to different and yet
intimately connected lives of urban
and rural youth prepared me well to
critically engage with the portrayals
of Bosnian youth which have been
circulating in the media, policy and
academic circles.

Conceptualizing
Youth

During my fieldwork, it became
obvious that ,youth® as a category of
the Bosnia-Herzegovina population
had emerged as one of the main
topics of popular anxiety, rumors, and
the international and local elite’s
political agenda and thus the main
target of their policies. Since the pu-
blication of the comprehensive stu-
dies on youth conducted by the
UNDP (2000, 2003) on young peo-
ple’s attitudes, the international and
local public spheres in Bosnia-Her-
zegovina became permeated with
talk about youth’s future, and youth
as embodiment of Bosnia’s future.
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OTenoTBOpeHune Ha nanHata Ha bocHa.
Osuie pgebatun vyecTto 6ea BO KOHPMKT
€[1HV CO Apyru; of egHa cTpaHa MHo-
ry of AuckycumTe ce (pokycupaa Ha
Ha[exuTe Ha MnagvHaTa, Ha Hej3nHU-
OT noTeHuujan, obspcka 1 kanaumTeT
Aa ja ,m3b6aBun” 3emjata og HecpeknTe
KOW ' Npeamn3BuKaa BojHaTa 1 NoLLo-
TO paKOBOAEH-E Ha NOCTapuUTe reHepa-
umn. Oa gpyra ctpaHa, mnaguHara
MOCTOjaHO € onuLIaHa Kako Mp3enu-
Ba, NeTaprnyHa, anatuyHa, n/mnm no-
HaLUMOHanNUCTUYKa OTKOSKY nocTa-
pute reHepauuun. (Freedman u gp.
2005:231). CkopeLUuHMTE aHTPOMnoso-
WKW M eTHOrpadoCkn MHTEPBEHLUN
(Bnam nocebHo Greenberg 2010 u
Kurtovi¢ H.4.) yLiTe noseke ja KoMnu-
Lmpaat oBaa guxoTomuja nomery ,no-
MIUTUYKMOT akTMBM3aM K anaTujata’
(Kurtovi€ H.4.) 1 3a UCTpaxyBare Ha
mopanHaTta (Greenberg 2010), Tene-
cHa u BnujatenHa (Kurtovi¢ H.g) no-
rMKa Koja ro Kapakrepuavpa macos-
HOTO MNOBIeKyBaH-e Ha MnaguHaTta o
nonuTn4ko y4ectso. OBue aBTopU Ce-
PUO3HO ro chakaaT Hey4eCTBOTO Kako
MOKHa aHanuTuka 3a UCTpaxyBame
Ha NOCTCOLMjanMCTUYKOTO 1 NOCTBOE-
HOTO NOMNUTMYKO aHraxuparse (Green-
berg 2010: 42, 44). MNoHaTtamy, oBue
eTHorpadckn MHPOPMUPaHU Npuka-
3HM MOKHO cyrepupaart geka Heyye-
cTBoTO, ,anatujata“!! u noBnekysarse-
TO of nonuTtukarta He Tpeba aa ce
TOMNKYBa Kako 3HaK Ha MHOU(EPEHT-
HOCT 1 neTapruja, Tyky Aeka Tpeba aa
My Ce mpuctanu kako BoobuvaeHa
dopma Ha camoo4dyByBaH€e LUTO BO-

These discourses were often con-
flicting; on the one side, a number
of discussions focused on youth’s
hopes, potential, obligation, and abi-
lity to ,save” the country from the di-
sasters caused by the war and the
bad leadership of older generations.
On the other side, youth have been
repeatedly described as lazy, lethar-
gic, disillusioned, and/or more natio-
nalistic than older generations (Free-
dman et al. 2005:231). The recent
anthropological and ethnographic
interventions (see especially Green-
berg 2010 and Kurtovi¢ n.d.) tend
to complicate this dichotomy bet-
ween ,political activism and apathy*
(Kurtovi¢ n.d.) and to investigate
moral (Greenberg 2010), bodily and
affective (Kurtovi¢ n.d) states that
underpin youth’s overwhelming wit-
hdrawal from political participation.
Scholars thus take nonparticipation
seriously as a powerful analytic to
examine postsocialist and postwar
political engagement (Greenberg
2010: 42, 44). Furthermore, these
ethnographically informed accounts
powerfully suggest that nonpartici-
pation, seeming ,apathy“!" and with-
drawal from politics do not need to
be interpreted as a sign of indiffer-
ence, but should be approached as
mundane forms of self-preservation
which lead to production of a differ-
ent type of a (in) active (youth) citi-
zen (Kurtovic¢ n.d.: 23; see also Fox
2004; Greenberg 2010, 2011).
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[IM KOH co3[jaBake Ha pasfnuyHn BU-
[10BU Ha He/akTBu (Mnagw) rparaHu
(Kurtovi¢ H.4.: 23; Buam ncto Fox 2004;
Greenberg 2010, 2011).
,CocTojbaTta co mnaguTe“ Koja e
OTCMMKaHa BO HM3a u3BelTan, TB
aHanuau, Ctatm, BECHULM U IMacuHm
cenak He ja TpeTmMpa HUTYy NoTBpAYyBa
OoBaa eTHorpadpckn oTcrmKaHa crno-
eHocT. HamecTo Toa, Taa e nputaeHa
BO BO3HEMMPYBAYKUTE MPUKA3HK 3a
HEBOSTHOCTa Ha MNaguTe akTMBHO Aa
y4yecTByBaaT BO MOMUTUYKUTE MpoLie-
cu, hOoKycMpajKkn ce Taka Ha HeJoCTU-
roT Ha opraHu3aumja v HMUmMjaTBa Kaj
mraguTe (uam Jukic 2012). Oue Beke
HaeNeKTPU3MPaHN CrnKN 3a MraguHa-
Ta ywTe noseke ce BroLuvja Kora ce
objaBuja CTAaTUCTUKNTE Of aHKeTaTa Ha
YHAOIM 8o 2003 co nogatoum aeka 62%
o4 mnagute 6u cakane ga samuHar
o4 3emjaTa, a 24% 6v cakane ga 3a-
MWHAT M HMKOraLl Aa He ce Bparar. [lo-
MOMHMTENEH, YLITE NMOCKOPELLEH U3-
BeLUTaj nog NoKpoBUTENCTBO Ha YH
noteHumpa geka 77% on mnaguHara
6u cakane ga 3amuHaT of 3emjarta,
pnofeka 92.000 mnagu ja HanywTune
3emjata nomery 1996 n 2001, a BO
2004 oBoj 6poj ja HagMuHan uudpa-
Ta 120.000 (OMA 2005:2)."?
MNopaawn oBue ekcTpemHn Bpojku
1 CVIBM NEepPCneKkTUBK, MEFyHapoaHUTe
areHuum kako wto ce YHAMN n OBCE
M NOKanHUTE NONMUTUYKA ENUTK 3Ha-
YMTENHO ro cTaBwure POoKyCoT Ha Mna-
[AMHaTa Npu NpeseHTUuparwe Ha HUB-
HWTE COLMO-NONMUTUYKN NpOorpamMm u
areHau 3a MaHWHaTa Ha gpxasaTa

The ,youth situation“ depicted in
numerous international and local
reports, TV analysis, articles, news-
papers and rumors does not address
nor acknowledge this ethno- graph-
ically depicted complexity, however.
Rather it is couched in alarming
discourses about youth’s unwilling-
ness to actively participate in the
political process, thus focusing on
youth’s lack of agency and initiative
(see Juki¢ 2012). These already
charged images of youth were ex-
acerbated once the UNDP 2003 sur-
vey figures were released stating
that 62% of youth would like to le-
ave the country and 24% would like
to leave the country never to come
back. Another, more recent UN spon-
sored report emphasized that 77%
of youth would like to leave the co-
untry while 92,000 young people left
the country between 1996 and 2001,
and in 2004 that number exceeded
120,000 (OIA 2005:2)."2

Because of these startling num-
bers and bleak prospects, interna-
tional agencies such as UNDP and
OSCE, and local political elites sig-
nificantly increased their focus on
youth when presenting their socio-
political programs and agendas about
the future of the Bosnia-Herzegovi-
na state. For example, the former
High Representative, Paddy Ash-
down, in 2004, put ,youth,“ especi-
ally the phenomenon of the brain
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bocHa - XepuerosuHa. Ha npumep,
nopaHewHnot Bucok [MpeTcTaBHUK
MNean EwpgayH (Paddy Ashdown) Bo
2004 ,mnaguHaTa“ a nocebHo goeHo-
MEHOT Ha O4JfIMB Ha MO30UM 1 CMe-
CTW Ha BTOPO MECTO Ha Heroeara nu-
CTa Ha npuopuTeTu, BegHall o Ko-
pynuujata.'® Bune paspaboteHn He-
KOMKY HOBM MHULIMjATUBK KaKO OAro-
BOp Ha TOa W HOBW CymMy MefyHapoa-
HW Napu cTaHarne pacnonoXnueu 3a
OA4enHn Kateropum pabotu nospsa-
HW CO MIaauMTe, Kako LUTO ce ,MoMUpY-
Bakse,” ,rpageHre Ha Aemokpatuja,” un
,Mrnagu npetnpuemaydn’ nocebHo npe-
ky OBCE, YH[I, HencoH LieHTtapoT 3a
[vjanor n ocrtaHatn meryHapogHu
opraHusaumu kou paborat Bo bocHa
- XepuerosuHa. HajckopeluHara nHu-
umMjatmea e AKTMBHaTa MnafuHCKa
nporpama Ha CeeTckaTta baHka, npe-
Ky KOja opraHusaumjata v HejauHuTe
napTHepun nMaat 0be3beieHO NoBeke
on 175.000 EYP (okony 227.000 $) 3a
rpaHToBM 3a 37 opraHusaumm ¢okKy-
CUpaHu Ha MnaguTe BO LienaTta 3emja
(Cetcka baHka 2013). Bo oBue npo-
€KTN MIaamnTe, LOKOSIKY ja KOpUCTUME
TEpPMUHOIIorjaTa Ha MeryHapogHaTta
MONUTUKA, Ce OMULLIAHWN KaKo ,aKTWB-
HW NPOMOTOPMU Ha OQPXIMBUOT pas-
BOj."“ Kako pesynTtat Ha oBa, cera uma
npeky 250 MnaguHCKuM opraHv3auum
BO bocHa - XepuerosuHa, NpeTexHo
(hMHaHCMpaHM of CTPaHCKM OpraHu-
3auuu, co MHOry mara nogaplLuka og
nokannute Bnagn (OMA 2005:3)."
MpucTanyBajku 1 Ha (cemun)pypar-
HaTa bocaHcka MnagunHa eTHorpad-

-drain, second on his priority list,
next to corruption.' Several new ini-
tiatives developed in response and
new amounts of international money
became available for certain type of
youth related work, such as ,recon-
ciliation,” ,democracy-building,“ and
,youth entrepreneurs,” especially
trough OSCE, UNDP, Nelson Dialo-
gue Center and other international
organizations working in Bosnia-
Herzegovina. The most recent initia-
tive is the World Bank’s Active Youth
Program, where this organization
and its partners have provided more
than €175,000 (roughly $ 227,000)
in grants to 37 youth-focused organ-
izations around the country (World
Bank 2013). In these projects youth
are portrayed as, to use the interna-
tional policy terminology, ,active pro-
moters of sustainable development.*
As a result, there are over 250 youth
organizations in Bosnia-Herzegov-
ina, financed mostly by the interna-
tional organizations, with a very limi-
ted support from local governments
(OIA 2005:3).™

By approaching (semi)rural Bos-
nian youth ethnographically in their
broader cultural, political and socio-
economic framework, in the rema-
ining part of this article, | look at how
youth make sense of and inhibit
these existential uncertainties in the
context of a broken and maimed
society, decimated cultural stability,
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CKM BO MOLUMPOKK KYNTYPHW, NOMUTK-
YKM 1 COLIMO-EKOHOMCKY PamKu, BO OC-
TaHaTUOT Aen of TPYAOT Ke aHanmau-
pam Kako mnaguTe rv pasbvpaar u ce
npunarofyBaar KOH OBME erauncTeH-
LMjaniHU HENM3BECHOCTU BO KOHTEKCT
Ha e4HO CKPLUEHO 1 OCakaTeHO OrLL-
TECTBO, yHULITEHA KyNTypHa cTabumn-
HOCT 1 TpaymaTuanpaHa XuBoTHa pe-
anHocT. MNoKOHKpeTHO ro NpoyyyBam
COLMjarnHMOT XMBOT BO MCYEKYBaH-€
KaKo eOVHCTBEH BrinjaTeneH TeneceH
1 3aMUCIEeH O4roBop Koj MnaguTe ro
pasBuMBaaT co uen Aa rm npedpogar v
,CBapaT* HUBHUTE 30YHYBaYKN OHEBHM
pearnHocTu, Kako WTo e HeBpaboTe-
HocTa. [ToHaTamy, ke nokaxxam Kako
0BOj NpOLIeC Ha aKTUBHO MOBIIEKyBa-
e ,cera n osae” rv Bpamysa naente
Ha mnaguTe 3a Hagex Bo nogobpa
WOHWHA, Hekade Ha dpy20 Mecmo.

Y6aB XUBOT, HeBpaboTeHOCT
M cMpomMaluTuja

HemareTo pabota n HoBuTE XO-
PU30HTK Ha cMpoMaLUTUhja Kou ce no-
jaByBaar Bo bocHa - XepueroBuHa ce
MHOry MOBWAIMBM BO ManuTe rpago-
BW Kako WTo e bjeno bpao v okonunHa-
Ta, OTKOMKY BO ronemute rpagoBw.
TexunHaTa Ha cocTtojoata 0co6eHO Mu
CTaHa BMAvMBa AOAEKA M YMTaB ece-
UTe Ha MnaguTe 04 CPEAHOTO Yy4yu-
nvwTe of bjeno bpao kou cogpxea
OAroBopu Ha moeTo npawsane ,LLTo
MeHe MK 3Haun bocHa - Xepuerosu-
Ha?” LLleeceT y4eHnum of BTOpa roau-
Ha (8o CAL 10 oaa.) on wymapcka-

and traumatized daily reality. More
specifically, | use the social life of
waiting as a unique, affective, bodi-
ly and imaginative response that
youth develop in order to navigate
and ,digest” their perplexing daily
realities, such as unemployment.
Furthermore, | demonstrate how
these processes of active with-
drawal from ,here and now“ frame
youth’s notions of hope for a better
future, elsewhere.

Beautiful Life,
Unemployment and Poverty

The lack of employment and
new horizons of poverty emerging
in Bosnia-Herzegovina are much
more visible in small towns such as
Bijelo Brdo and its surrounding
areas than in big cities. The serious-
ness of the situation became espe-
cially visible to me while reading the
answers that the youth at Bijelo
Brdo high school provided in essays
responding to my question ,What
does Bosnia-Herzegovina mean to
me?“ Sixty students in the second
grade (U.S. 10" grade) of vocational
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Ta HacoKa BO YYUSILLTETO CKOPO YHU-
dopmHO Habpojaa LWecCT rmaBHU pa-
6otn: ybasa npupoga, ybas, 30pas
xusom,'® eTH4Ka ompasa, kopynuy-
ja, HeBpabOTEHOCT U cMpoMaLUTKja.
HeBpaboTeHocTa 1 cupomMalulTu-
jaTa co HMBHWUTE MHOTYKpaTHU 1 pas-
NHONMYHM ecpekTn Bea cnomeHaT of
cute yyeHmum. Osne mnagw ce onu-
LLaa Kako CBedouM Ha nyre kov bune
OTNyWTEHN oOf npeTnpujatvja Kou
nponarane u 4ecTo onuLlyBaa Kako
poaouTenuTe UM ce npeteoparne oA
KaHLUenapuckn paboTHULmM BO 3emjo-
AEenun, MaHyenHu paboTHMUWM BO TeLw-
K11 pabOTHM YCNOBM UK YECTO, BO He-
BpaboTeHn nuua. Bo ceonte oaroso-
pu yyeHuumTe 6apaa HoBW paboTHU
mecrTa: 8o bjeno bpao e Telwko ga ce
Hajae pabota 1 6u 6uno ognMyHo Jo-
KOMKYy ce 0ToBOpaT HOBY (habpuku u
dupmu.“ Monatamy, Canapa'® rm no-
Bp3yBa HeBpPaboTEHOCTa 1 CpOMaLL-
Tujata CO pacTtedkata Jenpecuja u
cyvmumpanHuTe TeHOeHUMmn Kaj Hace-
neHueto: ,Tyka umMma MHOry CMpomMalu-
HW nyre, 1 BO cuTe rpagosu Tpeba aa
“Ma HapoaHm Kyjuu. Tpeba aa ce 3ro-
nemu BpaboTeHOCTA, LITO € HajBax-
HaTa pabota Bo bocHa - XepuerosuHa.
MNMopagn HemaweTo paboTa, MHOry
nyre pasmucnyBaatr 3a camoyou-
cT1B0.“ [lparaHa, koja 4ecTo 1 neLl oam
[0 yYunuwiTe of cenoto ofanevyeHo
LeCT MUNjU Jofasa 1 opyr epekT Ha
HeBpaboTeHCTa 1 ockyauuara, OBoj
naT Co pofoB npeasHak, co 360poBu-
Te ,Mopagun oBaa coctojba [cupoma-
WTKnjal, uma Tenake Ha XeHu BO

forestry training school in Bijeli Bri-
jeg almost uniformly listed six main
things: beautiful landscape, lijep,
zdrav Zivot (beautiful, healthy life),"®
ethnic hatred, corruption, unemploy-
ment and poverty.

Unemployment and poverty, and
their many and varied effects, were
mentioned by all students. These
youth described themselves as wit-
nesses to people being fired from
declining businesses, and they often
described their parents’ transforma-
tion from office workers into agricul-
tural workers, hard manual laborers
or unemployed persons. In their re-
sponses, students asked for new
jobs: ,jin Bijelo Brdo, it is hard to find
jobs, and it would be good if new
factories and firms would open up.®
Furthermore, Sandra'® linked un-
employment and poverty to the rise
in depression and suicidal tenden-
cies among the population: ,There
are many poor people here, and in
all towns there should be public
kitchens. There should be an incre-
ase in employment, which is the
most important thing in Bosnia-Her-
zegovina. Because of unemploy-
ment, many people think of com-
mitting suicide.” Dragana, who com-
muted, often on foot, from a village
six miles away, added another (this
time gendered) effect of unemploy-
ment and scarcity when she wrote
,because of this situation [poverty],

66



Aspa Xpomamk

Azra Hromadzic

cemejcTeara, v oypu u Tproeuja co
XKeHn.”

MHory y4yeH1LmM NuLlyBaart 1 3a He-
MoBp3aHoCTa Nnomery o6pasoBaHNETO
M HMBHATa NepcnekTuBea, 3a Koja He
rmegaart geka yYunmLTeTo HYyXKHO UM
nomara ga ja usberHart vgHaTta He-
BPabOTEHOCT 1 KOpynuuja, Kako LUTO
3abenexysa Wrop: ,Mnaaute, 3acera,
HemaaT ngHuHa Bo bocHa - Xepuero-
BUHA, 1 HE € BaXKHO KOE YYUnmLITE Ke
ro 3aBpLuart, pabota Hema. [anu ke
3aBpLUMLL YHUBEP3UTET, M’MMHa3unja
WX HAaCOYEHO YYUIULLTE, CEEaHO €,
buaejkn uma geua kou 3aBpLlyBaat
cnabw yymnuwta Ho cenak ycnesaar
noeeke Guaejkn HMBHWUTE NO3HaBaaT
HEKOro KOj e npujaten co AUPEKTOp Ha
yCTaHoBaTa Kafe caka fa pabotu, nunm
HeLUTO CrM4YHO.”

MNpukasHM 3a HEBPABOTEHOCT, KO-
pynumja n KpMMHanN Kako gocera pa-
CKaxxaHuTe 6ea JOMWHAHTHM BO MOMK-
TUYKMOT U CMMOOMMYKMOT ja3uK Ha
oBue ecen. BuHarta 3a Baksute ycrno-
Bu Belle Haco4eHa KOH ,MeryHapoga-
HaTa 3aedHuua,” NoKanHuTe ennuTu,
HO W HaBHaTpe, KOH 3aedHuuaTa unm
KOH camuTe HUB. TellknTe edpekTn Ha
OBa pa3ovapyBamne ro fasaaT rnas-
HWOT KOHTEKCT Ha MraguTe Xutenu
Ha bocHa 1 XepuerosuHa fa ja 3aMmu-
crysaaT 1 co3gaBaat Bpckarta nomery
HWBHaTa ApXXaBa W OMLTECTBOTO Ha
Ha4YMHM KOW Ce NOAELHAKBO CIIUYHN U
KOMMNIETHO PasfnnyHn of couujanu-
CTUYKOTO MMHATO; TOKMY MCYE3HYBa-
HETO Ha CTapuoT COLMjanUCTUYKN
CUCTEM Ha rpuxa, 3aMu1CEeH BO ONLUT

there is also beating of women in fa-
milies, and there is even trafficking
of women.*

Various students also addres-
sed a disconnect between school-
ing and their future prospects, where
they did not see school necessarily
helping them avoid future unem-
ployment and corruption, as lgor re-
marks: ,,Youth, for now, do not have
any future in Bosnia-Herzegovina,
and it is not important which schools
they finish, there are no jobs. If you
finish university, high school, or some
vocational school, it is all the same,
because there are those who finish
bad schools but still achieve more
because their family has a friend
who knows a director of the institu-
tion where he wants to work, or so-
mething similar to that.”

Stories about unemployment,
corruption, nepotism and poverty,
like the one depicted above, domi-
nated political and symbolic langu-
age of these essays. The blame for
these conditions was directed at the
.international community,” local eli-
tes, and within — at one’s communi-
ty and, at times, at one’s self. The
grave effects of this disappointment
provide the main context for young
Bosnians to imagine and create a
relationship between their state and
society in ways that are both similar
and significantly different from the
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KOHTEKCT, M MpaBu OBYe HOBW hopmu
Ha 6opba 1 HeeAHaKBOCT TELLKO CBap-
NnMBK, OCTaBajkn MHOTY MSlaau rpara-
HW A ce YyBCTBYBaaT AE€30pUEHTU-
paHO 1 pa3ovapaHo of BeTyBawara
3a Mu1p 1 gemokpartuja.

Bo oBve HaBMayM MUHNMBM HO Ce-
MaK eKkCrnepuMeHTasnHo CTtarHaumcku
BPEMUHbA, 32 MHOTY MarnkKy ce obes-
6eneHn paboTHM MecTa BO ApXKaBHa-
Ta ynpasa, 06pa30BaHWETO, jaBHUTE
Cnyx6u v 30paBCTBOTO, MeCTa KoM Mo-
paHo bune goctanHu u curypHu. OT-
TaMy, MHO3MHCKaTa nonynauuja Bo
Bjeno bpao v okonnHata pabotar Bo
[ipBHaTa UHOYCTpWja U1 BO 3emMjode-
nue. EgeH og yyennuute, PaHko, 06-
jacHysa: ,JlyreTo Kou XuBeart BO cena-
Ta Maart KpaBW, CBUHM 1 OBLM, Orfie-
[lyBaart 3efieHYyK 1 OBOLLje N HEKaKo
orncraHyBaart. Humarnky He e nonecHo
BO rpagosuTe. JlyreTo Ko He rmegaat
n3nes Mopaar Aa paboTat Bo Lymute
3a NpYBAaTHM KOMMaHUW, LWITO e onac-
Ha 1 MHOry ofroBopHa pabota.” OHue
KOM MMaaT cpeka fa Hajaat pabora Bo
marnkyTe pabpukn 3a npepaboTka Ha
[IPBO BO rpagoT NOBTOPHO ce bopaTt co
cupomaluTmhja, buaejku, Kako LUTO Benm
Avjana,: ,apBHUTE habpukn ce egnH-
CTBEHOTO MeCTO Kaje MOoxe Aa ce
Hajae paboTa, HO MnaTuTe AouHar no
Tpy Meceun.”

OTTamy antepHaTMBMU HA EKOHOM-
CKO paboTere HUKHYBaaT BO cepa-
Ta Ha He[,03BONEHaTa Tproewja, Noced-
HO BO [iejHOCTa Ha Hej03BoONeHaTa ce-
ya u npogaxba Ha apBa. Hekonky mna-
AN MOMYMHA Of, MOETO ofJeneHune

socialist past; it is precisely the van-
ishing of the old, socialist system of
care, broadly conceived, that makes
these new forms of struggle and in-
equality hard to digest, leaving nu-
merous young citizens disoriented
and disenchanted by the promises
of peace and democracy.

In these seemingly transitional
yet experientially stagnant times,
formerly available and reliable gov-
ernment related jobs in education,
public service, and medicine are
secured for only a few. Therefore,
the majority of the population in Bi-
jelo Brdo and surrounding areas
works in the wood industry or in agri-
culture. One of the students, Ranko,
explains: ,People who live in villa-
ges, they have cows, pigs, and
sheep, they grow fruit and vegeta-
bles, and they survive, somehow. It
is not any easier in the cities. Peo-
ple who cannot find any other op-
tion have to work in the woods for
private companies, and that is a
dangerous and very demanding
job.“ Those who are lucky to get jobs
in one of the few wood cutting fac-
tories in town, still suffer poverty
since, as Dijana stressed: , The wood
factories are the only places where
there is some work, but salaries are
three months late.”

Alternative economic employ-
ment thus emerges in the sphere of
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MOBPEMEHO MM MomMaraaT Ha TaTKoB-
LmMTE BO ceyarta, MPEeHOCOT 1 NPOoAax-
6ata Ha apBa, 1 Ha TOj HAYMH CY IO 3a-
pabotysaat Lenapnakor.'’ Ceuata
yecTo ce obaByBa HE3aKOHCKM U LUY-
marta panugHo ce YHULITYBa, HO MHO-
ry of NoKanHOTO HacerneHue Ha oBa
rmefda Kako Ha eQMHCTBEHUOT M3nes
o4 rnagyeamwe. Bo 0BOj KOHTEKCT,
OBaa nepuogmMyHa He3aKoHCKa pa-
60Ta n3nerysa Kako HauvH 3a Npexu-
ByBake, OTTaMy e MoparnHo onpas-
[laHa [1ejHOCT Koja Crnyxu ga ce no-
MpaBwv HeKoja nororiema, MacoBHa He-
npaegda koja nyreto Ha Tpnat. OHa
LUTO € BaXXHO € [ieKa JyreTo BKIyYEHN
BO He3aKOHCKaTa ceva Ha ApBa Ce onu-
LLIaa KaKo MOMHAKBW Of OHKE KOU Ma-
aT MoK, TakaHapeyeHuTe majkyHu'
KoW, crnopes MouTe COroBOPHULM, Ce
BKIy4yBaaT BO HE3aKOHCKWM EKOHOM-
Cku fejcteumja 6e3 fa vyyBCTBYBaar Ka-
kBa 6uno mopanHa gunema. Hac-
NPOTU TOA, MHOTY OZ MOUTE COroBOp-
HULM KOMEHTMpaa Kako EKCTPEMHUTE
YCIOBW Ha CMpOMaLLTWja, @ HE anyHo-
CTa, NpeausBukane Tve ga nejcTey-
BaaT ,HemopanHo“ 1 aa npudarar pa-
6oTa koja, nog ,HopmanHu“ OKOrHo-
cTn, 61 um Buno cpam fa ja pabortar.

OBwe 1CKyCTBa Y HUBHOTO TOSIKY-
Bak-€ Hanaraar Aeka HaorakeTo Ka-
kBa 6uno paboTta e MopanHo onre-
peTeHa aKTVBHOCT Ha koja M ce faBsa
BPEOHOCT NPEKY MOMUTUYKO-EKOHOM-
CKMOT KOHTEKCT BO KOj (DYHKLMOHMPA.
Nako noBekeTo y4eHuLM ja OKpuByBa-
aT 3emjaTa, HejsuHUTE KOopyMMupaHu
nonuTUyapwu, na gypv U MeHTanuTe-

illicit trade, especially in the busi-
ness of illegally cutting and selling
trees. Several young men in my
class occasionally helped their fa-
thers to cut, pull out, and sell wood
and in that way they made some
pocket money."” The wood-cutting
jobs are frequently done illicitly and
forest is being rapidly destroyed,
but many of the local people see it
as the only way out of starvation. In
this context, periodic illicit employ-
ment emerges as a survival tool,
thus morally justifiable action that is
used to correct some larger, mas-
sive injustices that one suffers. Im-
portantly, the people engaging in
illicit cutting of wood described them-
selves as different from those in po-
wer, such as tajkuni'® who, accor-
ding to my informants, engage in the
illicit economies without feeling a
great deal of moral doubt. In con-
trast, many of my informants com-
mented on how the extreme con-
dition of poverty, not greed, causes
them to act ,immorally“ and engage
in work they would, under ,normal®
circumstances, find shameful.
These experiences and their in-
terpretation suggest that finding
any work is a morally loaded activ-
ity that is given value through the
political and economic context in
which it operates. While many stu-
dents blame the country, its cor-
rupted politicians, and even mentality
of the people (see Hromadzi¢ 2013)
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TOT Ha nyreTo, (Buan Hromadzi¢ 2013)
3a GesHagexHaTa cocTojba koja ro
Tepa, MHaKy YeCHWOT Hapog Jda ce
BHYPHE BO HE3aKOHWUTO YHULLTYBaH€
Ha npupogHuTe 6oraTcTBa, Hekow
APYrv ydeHuum, kako wro e Tea, any-
[MpaaT Ha NOBUCOKM HMBOA Ha npa-
BUYHOCT KOW Ke [oHecaT npasAa,
nopaHo 1nu nogouHa: ,Tyka, MoKkTa e
€[IMHCTBEHO BO paLeTe Ha HauMoHa-
NIUCTUYKMTE NOMUTUYAPU KOW, CO HUB-
HOTO Kpafehse, v BIoLIyBaaT XUBO-
TUTE Ha OCTaTOKOT 0of HapodoT. He-
Kom nyre Hemaar 3a neb, a Tve Kpumm-
Hanuu Moxar da cv KynaT no 4YeTu-
pu-neT asTomMobunnu? Ha oHoj ceeT
HWKOj He MoHen HUWTOo co cebe. Ho
Ayliata ofm a Torawl bor ke peLum Koj
6un yeceH a koj He 6un.“ KomeHTtapoT
Ha Tea ja noBp3yBa couujanHara He-
€[1HaKBOCT CO Kopynuujata, HO UCTO
Taka oanoxysa kaksa 6uno akuuja
WNn U3BpLUYBakE€ Ha npaBgata Ha
0BOj CBET, NpaBejKu ro XXMBOTHOTO UC-
KyCTBO NOQHOCNMBO UCTOBPEMEHO MU3-
6aByBajku ja MraguHaTa og, coLmo-no-
nUTUYKaTa OAroBOPHOCT 3a aHraxu-
pake NPoTUB KOPYMMUPAHWUOT NOsu-
TUYKW eCTabnULLMEHT.

W popeka y4eHvumTe BO norone-
MUTe rpagoBu MOXe [ja ce HagesaaTt
6apem ga npogomkar Co HUBHOTO 06-
pa30BaHWe Ha efeH of YHUBEP3UTETU-
Te BO 3emjaTa, iypy 1 BO CTPAHCTBO,
MHory og, MnaguTe Bo bjeno bpgo,
nocebHO OHMeE Kou goaraaT of cena-
Ta, HEMAaT HageXxu BO NPOAOIKYBa-
e Ha LUKOMyBaHEeTO MO CPEegHOTO

for the hopeless situation which
makes otherwise honest narod (pe-
ople) engage in illicit destruction of
the natural treasures, others, such
as Tea, hint at higher levels of right-
eousness that will bring about some
justice, sooner or later: ,Here, the
power is only in the hands of natio-
nalist politicians who, with their ste-
aling, worsen the lives of the rest of
population. Some people have no
money to buy food to eat, and those
criminals can buy four or five cars?
No one who dies will take anything
with him. But they will take their
soul and then God will decide who
was honest and who was not.“ Tea’s
comment links social inequality to
corruption; it also perhaps post-
pones any action or the execution
of justice until the afterlife, making
the lived experience tolerable while
liberating youth from socio-political
responsibility to engage with the
corrupt political establishment.
While students in bigger towns
can hope at least to continue their
education at one of the universities
in the country or even abroad, many
of the Bijelo Brdo youth, especially
those that come from the villages,
do not have any hope for continu-
ing their education past secondary
school. In rural areas, even high
school is out of reach for some vil-
lage children. Nikola explains: ,In
my village there are many boys my
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yamnuwre. Bo pypannute obnactu,
AYPY 1 CPEQHOTO YYMNULLTE € HeOo-
CTWKHO 3@ HEKOM Of CernckuTe Aela.
Hukona senu: ,Bo MoeTo ceno nva
MHOry MOMYMH-a Ha MOja BO3pacT Kou
Hemaart napv u He MoXxar fa cu Jo3-
Bonart Hu aBTobycku bunet. Tue octa-
HyBaaT Aoma.“ HemareTo MOXHOCTU
[lypVi 1 32 OCHOBHO 006pa3oBaHue e BO
ApacTu4Ha CNpOTMBHOCT CO couuja-
nM3MoT Kora obpasoBaHMETO belue
€[leH 0 BpBHWTE NPUOPUTETM Ha Na-
pTujata. [lamup ro HayHa oBOj napa-
AoKcarneH ,0eMOKpaTCckn® heHOMEH,
KOMEHTUpajKn: ,CNyLWHaB npes HeKoj
[leH Jeka nopaHelwHa Jyrocnasuja
Gune egHa og ceaymTe 3emjy BO CBe-
TOT KOja npasena nogMopHuuu. 3a-
MWCIETE CU KOMNKY 00pa3oBaHu fnyre
cMe co3fasane! A nornegHerte v osve
HOBW JEMOKPaTUI, OBME OCAKaTEHN U
npemarieHy MapuoHeTa-ApXaBu, HUB-
HaTa HeegyuMpaHa MragvHa ocne-
neHa og penurnja, eTHUYKUTE Noaen-
61 1 HegoBONHOTO 0bpa3oBaHue.” 3a
[amup 1 3a MHOrymuHa gpyru yvec-
HULW-HabrbyayBayuy Ha NOCTBOEHUTE
1 NOCTCOLMjanMCTNYKN pacnapyeHu-
Te jyrocroBEeHCKM ONWTECTBA, TPaH3u-
uMjaTa KOH gemokpaTuja U Heomnu-
Gepanusam noBeke ce [OXMBYBa
KaKo nafj Ha XX1BOTHWUTE 136opu 1 Mo-
XXHOCTW. MnagmHaTta HajMHOory ro YyB-
CTBYBa OBOj BaKyymMm Ha MOXHOCTMH,
nocebHO pypanHaTta MnagvHa, of Kou
HEKOM ce NPVHYAEHW Aa OCTaHaTt goma,

age that cannot go to school be-
cause they have no money for the
bus ticket. They stay at home.“ The
lack of opportunities for even ele-
mentary education is in drastic con-
trast to socialism when education
was one of the party’s top priorities.
Damir hinted at this paradoxical
,democratic® phenomenon, when
he commented: ,| learned the other
day, that the former Yugoslavia was
one of the seven countries in the
world that made submarines. Imag-
ine what kind of educated persons
we produced! And look at these
new democracies, these struggling
and crippled puppet states, their
uneducated youth blinded by reli-
gion, ethnicity and lack of educa-
tion.“ For Damir and many other
participant-observers of the post-
war and postsocialist fragmented
Yugoslav societies, transition to
democracy and neoliberalism feels
more like a decrease in life choices
and opportunities. Youth feel this va-
cuum of opportunities the most, es-
pecially the rural youth, some of
whom are forced to stay at home,
uneducated and unmotivated, wait-
ing for better times to arrive or to
continue their political and econo-
mic engagement elsewhere.

The readiness with which youth
linked the crumbling economic re-
alities and increasing and conspic-
uous corruption to their experience
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HeegyuMpaHu ¥ HEMOTUBUPAHW, Ye-
Kajkv Oa gojaat nogobpu BpeMumsa
UnNu 4a NpogosmKaT Ha Apyro MecTo co
CBOETO EKOHOMCKO W MOMUTUYKO aHra-
Xupare.

MNoaroBeHoCTa €O Koja MnaguTe ja
NoBp3yBaaT CypoBaTa €KOHOMCKa pe-
arHoOCT Ha pacTteykarta v ouurnegHa
Kopynuuja cCo HUBHOTO YyBCTBO Ha He-
npaega, genpecuja u 3noynotpebe-
HOCT, HajnpBMH Me ob3ema. [1nabo-
YyMHaTa Ha HEKOXEPEHTHOCT, n3Mady-
Bak-€, HECUTYPHOCT U rpuka cogpika-
Ha BO OBWME CTpPaHWLM ja OTCNMKyBa
6e3HafexHocTa U HEBO3MOXHOCTA,
eraycTeHumjanHa kpmsa Ha noBuaok,
kage 0naboko pogoBo nogenexHuTe u
BrMjaTenHm1 M3nyKn CocTojom (1 HMB-
HUTE OTENOTBOPEHM 31oynoTpedu)
CTaHyBaar ,04peaeH B1a Ha rpaHnLa”
(Kurtovi¢ H.4.: 3). icToBpemeHo, oBve
CUBW NepcnekTuBy cosaare edeH no-
MHaKOB BUA Ha reOHTOSOLLKA, COLM-
janHa 1 nonutuyka mnagewka cy6-
JEKTUBHOCT M He/akuuja — noBreky-
Bak€e 0f] cocTojbuTe.

CouujanHnoT X1MBOT
BO UCYEKyBaHe€

Co uen nogobpo aa ce pasbdepe
LLITO 3Ha4u ,Aa ce ocTaHe goma’“, eaeH
COHYEB N HEBOOOMYAEHO TOMOI AEH
AouHa Bo oktomepu 2006, TprHaB BO
noceta Ha cenoto Knecoraya' Bo
KO€ XvBeeja MHOry Miaau MOMYMHa
N OEeBOjuYMHa O MOETO offerneHue.
Cenoto ro 6uelue now rnac oHamy

of injustice, depression and lack of
opportunity, overwhelmed me at
first. The depth of anguish, uncer-
tainty and anxiety that these pages
displayed painted the picture of ho-
pelessness and impossibility, ap-
proximating existential crisis, where
deeply gendered and profoundly
affective bodily states (and their
embodied abuses) became ,a cer-
tain kind of limit“ (Kurtovic¢ n.d.: 3).
At the same time, these bleak pro-
spects were productive of a differ-
ent kind of ontological, social and
political youth-subjectivity and (in)
action—the withdrawal from the
state.

The Social Life
of Waiting

In order to better understand what
,staying at home* entails, on a sunny
and unusually warm day in late Oc-
tober 2006, | set off to visit the villa-
ge Klesovaga'® in which many young
men and women in my classes lived.
The village had a bad reputation in
the area | came from, since it was
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o[, Kafe foaras, buaejkv 4ecTo ro onu-
LUyBaa Kako rHe3ao Ha CprcKMTe eKc-
TpeMUcTn nnn Yemuuyu Kou, 3aegHo
co Bojckata Ha PC n octanartute na-
paBOEHM CUK ro onkonwuja n bombap-
ovpaa mojot rpan?’ noseke on Tpu
rOAVHK BO TEKOT Ha BojHaTa. Cute xu-
TENW Ha OBOj rpag ctaHaa Geranum
Kora, Ha KpajoT Ha BojHaTa, Ha 14 cen-
TemBpu 1995, MNettnot Kopnyc Ha bo-
caHckaTa ApMuja Bnese BO CENoOToO,
,f0 ocnoboau* n ro 3aananu 4o Temenu.
Mo noBeke roguHu Gerancku »uBoT
Bo Penybnuka Cpnicka, CprnckoTo Ha-
ceneHune 3arnoyHa fa ce Bpaka BO
pounute 1990-Tn.

beB HecTpnnuea ga ogam BO ce-
NOTO, Mako YyBCTBYBaB HepBo3a. He
ce nnaweB 3a cBojata 6e36eqHOCT,
TYKY 04 peakumute, o4eKkyBajkun aeka
ke ce NMOKpeHe Temara Ha CKOpeLl-
HaTa BOjHa M MOTOa jac ke YyBCTBYBaB
obBpcka Ja rv uspasam CBoMTE Hepe-
LLEeHM YyBCTBA 3a TOa ,KOj KOMY LUTO
HanpaBwn“ BO TeKOT Ha BojHaTa. [o-
Aeka jac n Page, Cprickv NO3HaHWK Koj
No3HaBaLle MHOry 0 cenaHuTe, TUBKO
BO3eBMe Hakaj CenoTto, peLuvB a He
ce bopam co HepBo3aTa, bugejkun ce
nnaLles Aeka, AOKOIKY OCO3HAEB LUTO
4yyBCTByBaM, Ke Tpebalwe ga bapam
oa Page pa 3aBptn co aBToMobunor
1 Oa ce BpaTUMe Ha3ag,

Bo cenoto npucturHaeme okony
11:30 BO MeTOK, Kora efjHa ryna feua
ce Bpakalle of HeodamHa peHoBupa-
HOTO OCHOBHO yuunuwiTe. Manerysas-
Me 3aedHO CO HUB Of YYMIULIHUOT
[BOp Jofeka Tve Hu objacHyBaa 30-

often described as a nest for the Serb
extremists or Cetnici who, together
with the Army of the RS and other
paramilitary forces surrounded and
bombed my town?° for over three
years during the war. All the people
in this village became refugees at
the end of the war when on Septem-
ber 14", 1995, the Fifth Corp of the
Bosnian Army walked through the
village, ,liberated it,“ and burned it to
ashes. After several years of refugee
life in the RS, the Serb population
started to return in the late 1990s.

| was eager to go to the village,
even though | was feeling anxious. |
did not fear for my safety, but for my
reactions, expecting that the issue
of the recent war would come up
and that | would feel obliged to ex-
press my unresolved feelings about
,who did what to whom* during the
war. As Rade, a Serb acquaintance
who knew many of the villagers, and
| were quietly driving to the village, |
decided not to deal with this anxiety,
as | was worried that if | openly ad-
mitted how | felt, | would have had
to ask Rade to turn around.

We arrived in the village around
11:30 a.m. on a Friday, as a group
of kids was coming out of the newly
renovated elementary school. We
walked out of the school yard with
them as they explained why they
hesitated to leave — because they
had to walk to this school six kilo-
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LUTO He UM ce oau — buaejkm mopaat
cera fa newavar LWeCT KUIoOMETpU
Hasag 4o cBoMTe JOMOBM BO cenara,
1 Taka Cekoj ieH BO ABa npasuu. 3a-
TOa ro OJONroBMEKyBaa TPrHyBak-e-
TO, HaJeBajkn ce [eKa Ke ce Mnojasu
HeKoj aBTomMobun koj 6w rm noseson
H6apem gen og naTor.

YumnuwiteTo v Lpkeata Koja beLue
BO Onu3nHa Gea eguHCTBEHUTE ABE
jaBHW 3rpagu kown 6ea LenocHo pe-
KOHCTpyMpaHu; oaeka eaHa TekCTun-
Ha hbabpuka, KynTypeH LeHTap 1 He-
KOM 3rpagm Kov He MOXEB Aa M naeH-
TU(PUKyBaM cTOeja pa3pyLUeHUN 1 3a-
naneHy Kako aBeTu, CO NUpej Koj ns-
neryealle of OHa LUTO nopaHo bune
npo3opum. OBre CLEHU NOCTOojaHo
MOTCETyBaa CenaHnTe 3a BOEHUTE BU-
OpV 1 pyLUEHA U 3@ HUBHUTE JNINYHM
CTpagara. [loronemuoT gen of npwu-
BaTHMTE Kykn 6ea 06HOBEHM, YECTO U
CO MOMOLL O CTPaHCKM AoHaumu. Vima-
Lle Mana npofaBHuULa 1 Age kagynu-
ta/bapoBu Kage nMalle marnky pas-
[BVDKEHOCT.

OTKora npucTUrHaB BO CENOTO, ce
CPETHaB CO HACTaBHULMTE Of y4nnn-
LUTETO, Kage 3aedHo jadeBMe HEKOU
M3BOHPEOHO MPCHU HO MPEBKYCHM KPO-
dHM co cuperse. XurmeHnyapkara o
YYUIMLLTETO KOja MM MMallle Hanpase-
HO TWe KPOHY Ce NOHyaW Aa Me Mpo-
LeTa HM3 CeNnoTo U NpMTOa Me KaHe-
e Ja BrneryBam BO Kadpynmkara BO
KOW MMalLLIe CamO CPeLoBEYHM 1 NoCTa-
pY MaXun, N0 MarikymyMHa BO CEKOj 10-
Kari, Kako nujat N1MBO U JOMAaLLHA paku-
ja, yecto aete 3aenHo.?! Cenanute

meters each way from their homes
in another village. So they were
prolonging their departure, hoping
that some car would emerge that
could take them part of the way.

The school and the nearby
church were the only two public
buildings that were fully recon-
structed; the textile factory, the cul-
tural center and some building |
was not able to identify stood there,
ghostly and burned down, with wild
grass coming though the former
windows. These scenes reminded
the villagers on a daily basis of the
war destruction and their personal
suffering. Private homes were mostly
reconstructed, often with the help of
foreign donations. There was one
small grocery shop and two coffee
shops/bars where limited activity
took place.

Upon my arrival in the village |
met with the teachers at the school,
where we shared some greasy and
tasty doughnuts topped with home-
made cottage cheese. The cleaning
lady at the school who made the
doughnuts offered to take me for a
walk through the village and she en-
couraged me to enter coffee shops-
/bars in which | only saw middle
-aged and old men, a handful in
each place, drinking beer and local
brandy, often simultaneously.?' The
villagers we met were surprised by
my presence, my ,city” looks, and my
digital camera. They reluctantly
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CO KoM ce cpeTHaB Bea n3HeHadeHu
0[1 MOETO NPUCYCTBO, MOjOT ,rpaacKn’
u3rneg v MojoT gurutaneH doroana-
part. Tve co 3a40BONCTBO No3npaa 3a
MeHe, noHekoraw 1 6apajkv napu 3a
M1BO 3a BO3BPAT Ha No3vpaH-eTo, Npa-
BejKu weru kako Ha npumep: ,Cnvka-
Ba Aa He e 3a Xar???> Me 6apaart Tamy!
(cmea)“. Jac ropko ce cMmeLLKaB, Mako
nocakysaB Ja noberHam.

Opyru, nak, cakaa fga 3Haart Koja
CyM, HO npef Aa OAroBopam, Xurue-
HUYapkaTa HamecTo MeHe ogroBapa-
we ,Taa e Hawarta AMepukaHka" Ha-
MeCTO Aa ro pas3oTkpue MoeTo HoLu-
Hayko ume. Nako nocakyeaBs aa ro
M3roBOpam MOETO UMe, efieH rnac BO
MeHe MU Benelue ,Taa Heka ro peLuu
OBa, Hema pasbupamne Co nujaHn ma-
xn.“ Jac ja rontaB mojata gpycrpa-
LMja 1 ja crneges XeHaTta HU3 OCTaHa-
TWOT Aen of CenoTo.

posed for me, sometimes asking for
some beer money in return for pic-
tures, and making jokes such as:
,Is this picture for the Hague???
They are looking for me over there!
(laughter).“ | unenthusiastically laug-
hed as well, even though | felt like
running away.

Others wanted to know who |
was, and before | could answer, the
cleaning lady would jump in and
say ,she is our Amerikanka (female
for American)“ instead of disclosing
my Bosniak name. Even though |
felt like uttering my name, | heard a
voice in my head say ,Let her han-
dle this, you cannot argue with drun-
ken men.” After this encounter, | obe-
diently followed the lady through the
rest of the village.

Maxxu nujam eo Knecosaya, eceH 2006. (CrukaHo 00 asmopom)
Men drinking in Klesovaca, fall 2006, (Photo by the author)
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OcBeH CpeoBEYHUTE MaXMW KO Ce
arnea nopaay HemareTo paboTa nnm
kakeu GUNo Apyrv crny4vyBaka BO ce-
NOTO, BUAOB TPOjLUa MIaan MaXu Kako
cefar Ha Kryna BO LIEHTapoT Ha Cerno-
TO, CBPTEHM HAcnpoTu ocTaTouuTe Of,
[IOMOT Ha KynTyparta, 6nm3y aBTobyc-
kaTa CTaHuua. M3rnegaa HEMUMPHO 1
MW Kaxkaa [eka cefene TaMmy noseke
on ABa Yaca npeg Aa UM npuctanam.
Ha wera rv npaluaB ganv Hekorawl ce
noMpaHyBaaT o4 Toa MecCTo, U Torall
€0eH 04 HVB BO MOny-Liera My Ofro-
BOpW: ,,CaMO KOra MajaxuHara ke Ha-
TexHe npemHory.” OBoj KOMeHTap cute
He HacMea, He JoMNpe OYUTNEeaHo Y MO-
kHO, Buaejkn ,cmeata M ocnoboaysa
CUnUTE BOH JOMUPOT Ha pasymort” (Laf-
vebre 1995:246). HawweTo ,3aeaHn4ko
cMeerne” Belle cumbon Ha conunaap-
HOCTa 1 (bpycTpaummuTe KoM npomsre-
ryBaat oA crnofeneHarta cocrtojba —
HWBHaTa ,M3bpaHa“ HeNOABWXHOCT U
TparvMKkOM14HHaTa nocTaBeHOCT Ha He-
LiTaTa BO Koja Ce CrnyvyBa YeKakeTo
noA nNajaxuHara. Jac ro Hapekyeam co-
yujarneH xueom 80 UCHeKy8aHe 0BOj
NnoBeKecrnoeH, crnofeneH, MHPopMu-
paH 1 OTENOTBOPEH MpoLec Ha nory-
HaMEpHO OANOXyBake Ha pabotute
BO cnogeneHata cerawHoct. OTkora
MOMMHaB Marky BpeMe CO OBa mara
rpyna, onToBapeHa o TerobHocTa koja
COLMjasHMOT XMBOT BO MCHEKYBaH-E ja
NPOeKTUpa BO TOj MUI, 3aMWHAB U
OCTaBMB MfiaguTe MOMYMHA BO HUB-
HaTa HecnocobHOCT Ja ce aHraxwvpa-
aT U HEBOMHOCT JOMNOMHUTESNHO Aa UC-
TpaxyBaar.

In addition to the middle aged
men who complained about the lack
of jobs or any happenings, | saw three
young men sitting on a bench in the
center of the village, facing the ruins
of the cultural center near the bus
station. They looked restless and
they told me that they had sat there
for more than two hours when | ap-
proached them. Jokingly, | asked
them if they ever moved from there,
and one of them replied, half-jok-
ingly: ,only when the spider web be-
comes too heavy.“ This comment
made us all laugh palpably and po-
werfully — our ,laughing together®
was symbolic of solidarity and frus-
tration stemming from their shared
predicament —their ,chosen® immo-
bility and its tragi-comic setting in
which the social life of waiting on
the spider web unfolded. After spen-
ding some time with this small group,
overwhelmed by the heaviness that
the social life of waiting projected
into that moment, | left the young
men, unable to further engage, un-
willing to additionally probe.

This encounter ended our tour
of the village after which the clean-
ing lady took me to her home where
we found her husband working on
a piece of wood and her son, a young
man of 20, smoking, half-laying and
half-sitting on the sofa covered with
a decorative blanket in the living
room.
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CouujarneH xusom 8o uc4yekysare. (CriukaHo 00 asmopom)

Social life of waiting. (Photo by the author)

Co oBaa cpegba 3aBpLuM HallaTa
obuKornka Ha cenToTo a noToa xurue-
HUYapkaTa Me OfHece BO HEej3VHWNOT
[AOM Kafe ro 3aTekHaBMe COnpyrot
Kako 06paboTyBa eqHO Napye ApBo U
CUHOT, Mriao Momye Ha okony 20 ro-
AVHW, 3anerHaT Ha kay4oT NpecBrieyYeH
CO wapeHo kebe BO AHeBHaTa coba,
Kako nyLuu.

Jac ro npawwas WwTo Ke npasun o
KpajoT Ha [eHOT, a Toj CO HacMeBKa

| asked him what he was going to
do for the rest of the day, and he re-
sponded with a smile: E, ovako or
Just the same“. He also explained
that he has been waiting, on this sofa,
for several months now, for his cousin
to send him papire za Njemacku
(documents to enter Germany on a
work visa) that would enable him to
leave his village forever and get a
job as a truck driver in Germany.

Conpyzom u cuHom. (CriukaHo 00 asmopom)
The husband and the son. (Photo by the author)
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oarosopu: ,Eee ucmo oea.” Toj oob-
jacHu aoeka Beke HEeKOSKY MeceLm Ye-
Ka, Ha UCTUOT Kay, Hekoj bpaTtyyen Aa
My MCNpaTh AOKYMEHT 3a lepmaHmja
(noTpebHu 3a Bnes Bo MepmaHmja co
paboTHa BK3a) No LUTO 3acekorall ke
3aMuHe of CenoTo U ke paboTu Kako
BO3a4 Ha KaMMOHK BO [epmaHuja.

Cute 0oBMe MCKYyCTBa CO HeBpabo-
TEHOCTa, 1 AnaboKoTo YyBCTBO Ha pa-
304apaHocCT BO cocTojbarta ,cera u
oBZe“ KOW v crioenvja mnagute Mo-
MYMHba CO Hac, HaBeayBaaT Ha HKU3a
AMMEH3UN: POLOBA, KIacHa v reorpa-
dcka, Ha 0BOj coumjaneH XMBOT Ha
ncyekyBane. Tenara Ha mnagute ce
YynmHea BTPEHYEHW, CKOPO Napanunau-
paHW, NOTMPEHN Taka Ha CcKpLieHaTa
Kryna/npecBreyYeHnoT Kay4, koe cy-
repypa Ha pogoBUTE HaYMHW Ha KOW
ce UCKycyBa HeBpabOTeHOCTa Kako
HENOABMXHOCT 1 NOBIEKyBak-e BO Ce-
KOJOHEBHWOT XMBOT. VIcToBpemeHo
HUBHWTE CjajHV 041 U MOrMeanTe Haco-
4yeHu koH aBTobyckara noctojka /l'ep-
MaHWja 1 HUBHaTa CNPEMHOCT a KoMe-
HTUpaaT » Qypu ga ce Lwerysaart 3a
corncTBeHarta cocrtojba ro oTkpusaar
TOj coumjarneH XXMBOT Ha HaJeX Aeka
noctou nogobap XMBOT Hekage Ha
apyro mecto. OBue NOLUMPOKN XOpU-
30HTW Ha pa3o4apaHoCT U Hadex /uc-
YyeKyBakb€ ja npaBsar yLTe nopeasnHa
M MOTeLLKa 3a crpaByBake OBaa CTa-
TUYHOCT Ha MnaguTe.

Ha 3amuHyBatbe of cenoto cda-
TVB [ieKa HEMaH-ETO LUTO a ce Npasu
e cenpucyTHa nojasa Bo cenoto. Oc-
BEH BpaboTeHWTE BO YYUNULLTETO, Ae-

These multiple experiences of
unemployment and the deep sense
of disappointment in ,here and now"
that the young men displayed, point
at multiple dimensions — such as
gender, class and geography — of
the social life of waiting. The young
men’s bodies looked suspended, al-
most paralyzed, as they leaned
against the broken bench and blan-
ket-covered sofa, suggesting gen-
dered ways in which unemployment
as immobility and withdrawal is ex-
perienced in everyday life. At the
same time, their shiny eyes, their
gaze towards the bus stop/Ger-
many and their readiness to com-
ment on and even laugh about their
own predicament reveal the social
life of hope that there is a bolji Zivot
(better life), elsewhere. These bro-
ader and converging horizons of
disappointment and hope/expecta-
tion made the young men’s current
immobility much more complex and
tangible than what the media and
policy reports revealed, and thus
heavier to bear.

As | was leaving the village | re-
alized that the lack of things to do
was ubiquitous in this village. Besi-
des the people at the school, a do-
zen women working in the fields
and in their homes, a group of men
drinking, the postman delivering mail,
and three men repairing a house, |
did not see any people doing any-
thing but sitting/leaning back, wait-
ing, while letting the spider do the
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ceTuHaTa XeHu BpaboTeHun Bo nonw-
HaTa 1 JOMOBUTE, HEKOMKYTe rpynu
MaXu KOW nujaT, NoLITapoT KOj HOCK
rMoLUTa 1 Tpojua Maxu Kou rnonpasaa
KyKa, He BUOOB HMKOj ApYr Kako pabo-
T, TYKYy camo Aa cegu/nexu, Yeka,
,OCTaBajkN My Ha najakoT Aa ja 3aBp-
wm pabotarta.” OTKora ja 3aBpLUMB Mo-
ceTata MU CTaHaa nojacHu NULaHuTe
OZrOBOPU Of, y4eHULMUTE 0f CenoTo, 1
jac rv 3amucnue Kako ce obuaysaat
[ia yyaT 1 ja ce Hafiesaar Ha nogobpa,
MOVMHWHA noBp3aHa co paboTa BO HMB-
HaTa cpeauHa, kage CTuMynauujata um
fioara og Maxu Kow nwvjat, ucupneHu
MajKv 1 TaTKOBLM KOW paboTtaT ce30oH-
CKM1, Haj4ecTo Hed03BOMEeHN paboTy,
3a [la npexuBsear.

3akny4ok

WckyctBata Ha mrnaguTe Co HeB-
paboTeHocTa, BO KOMOMHaLMja Co Co-
LMjanIHUOT XUBOT BO MCHEKYBaHe U
AMCnouMpaHn Hagexu 3a naHuHa ja
MOTUBMpaaT MnaguHarta aa ja onuiuy-
Ba Aemokparusauujata u TpaHsunumja-
Ta KOH KanuTanmaMoT Kako KOpyMmu-
paHa, HenpaseaHa 1 ocrpoMaLlyBay-
ka. [log oBME KOHKPETHU OKOSMHOCTYU
MHOIY MiaJu ce jaByBaaTt Kako HeMo-
TUBMPAHW N paceneHn rparaHu, nog-
NOXHW Ha cMBa €KOHOMMja, 3a KOou
€MHCTBEHUTE [1Ba HA4YMHM 3a U3nes
04 NapagoKcoT Koj UM ro dopmumpa
MaToT KOH CO3peBan-eTO € 1cernysa-
HETO 0O 3emjaTta Unu Brerysamwe BO
kopynuuja. HMBHWUTE nckycTBa Ha ,Ty-

job. After the visit, the written an-
swers of the students from this vil-
lage made more sense, and | imagi-
ned them trying to study and hope
for a better, employable future in
the environment in which the stim-
ulants come from the drinking men
and seasonal, mostly illicit employ-
ment of the fathers.

Conclusion

Youth’s experiences of unem-
ployment, when combined with the
social life of waiting and dislocated
hopes for the future, motivate youth
to describe democratization and
transition to capitalism as corrupt,
impoverishing and unjust. Under
these peculiar circumstances, many
youth emerge as unmotivated and
displaced citizens, subjects to sha-
dow economies, who see either
leaving the country or embracing
corruption as the only two ways out
of the paradoxes that shape their
road to adulthood. Their experience
of the ,here and now" midway-to-
democracy felt essentially stale, im-
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Ka v cera“ Jemokpartujata Ha rnornosu-
Ha naT ce YiHaT HemoparnHu, 6ajatu,
HenoagxuHu. OBMe YyBCTBa Npeamns-
BVIKYBaaT y>kaceH LMHM3aMm Kaj 0bu4HM-
Te bocaHum BO 0OHOC Ha MOHWHATa Ha
€[lHa pKaBa Koja e eTHWUYKU nogerne-
Ha, BO EKOHOMCKY Maj v MopariHa Ko-
pynuuja. EqeH of npoussoauTe Ha
OBOj couwjarneH BPTMOr e CTaBoT Ha
MOBEKyBak-€ Ha MriaguTe Kou ce YyB-
CTByBaaT offerneHn of Kakos 6uno
MONMUTUYKN jABEH XXMBOT.

Bpa ocHoBa Ha oBuWe yBMAON, HEKO]
NEeCHO MOXe [ia 3aKnyyu Jeka ckope-
LUHUTE ETHUYKWM HACUMCTBA Ha KpajoT
Of1 CTy[eHaTa BOjHa ,f0 YHULLITKHja CBe-
ToT" (Scary 1985) Ha mnaguTe npeky
co3JaBar-e Ha NMonMTUYKa NOKOPHOCT
M MHepumja, 1 Npeky cosnaBare Xue-
papxXvMn Ha JOMMHaUMja 1 MOHWU3HOCT
6a3snpaHa Bp3 Kopynuuja, HeepaboTe-
HOCT 1 HecurypHocT. Cenak, jac He rre-
[laM Ha MOBIEKYBaH-ETO HA MnaguTe
0f, KopymnupaHara, MeryHapoaHO KOH-
TponupaHa n eTHO-HaLMOHarHo 3am-
MCrneHa ApxaBa YMCTO Kako Ha u3pas
Ha anaTtuja u netaprja. Hamecto Toa,
jac v rmegam Kako akTMBHU CybjekTu
kou ce obuaysaar Ja rm MaHeBpupa-
aT HUBHOTO MECTO U yrora npeky no-
NUTUYKO-eKOHOMCKaTa ,XxnubepHauuja“
BO OBOj KOHTEKCT KOj MOCTOjaHO ce Me-
HyBa, € MopasHo-30yHyBayku 1 CO Ha-
LIMOHANMUCTUYKN NPeamcrnosnuy, cos-
[lafileH of ckopeluHaTta BojHa, KpajoT
Ha couujanu3MoT U MeryHapogHara
MHTEpPBEHLMja Koja ce yLUTe Tpae.

movable, and immoral. These feel-
ings strike tremendous cynicism
among ordinary Bosnians about the
future of the state that is ethnically
segregated, economically declin-
ing, and morally corrupt. The pro-
duct of this social helix is, among
other things, a stance of withdrawal
among the youth who feel detac-
hed from any political public.

Based on these insights, one
might be tempted to suggest that
youth in Bosnia-Herzegovina suffer
from extreme political passivity and
inertia. The statistical reports by the
leading international organizations
and numerous articles written by
multiple media outlets reflect this
bleak attitude. A careful ethnogra-
phic study of youth’s experiences of
unemployment, however, suggests
that young people’s withdrawal from
the corrupt, internationally-supervi-
sed and ethnonationally conceptu-
alized state is not a straight forward
mark of apathy and lethargy. Inste-
ad, these youth are active agents
trying to maneuver — through politi-
cal and economic ,hibernation“ and
temporal and geographic imagina-
tion — their space and their role in
the constantly shifting, morally con-
fusing, and nationalism-prone con-
text created by the recent war, end
of socialism and ongoing interna-
tional intervention.
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®YCHOTH:

Cnyx6eHoTo MMe Ha ApxaBaTa e bocHa n XepuerosuHa. Bo 0BOj TEKCT NprMapHO ja KOpUCTam LUMPOKO Yro-
TpebyBaHaTta pedepeHua ,bocHa - XepLeroBrnHa” unu, oHamy Kage CTUIMCTUYKN € MOCOOABETHO, ja KopucTam
nokpaTkaTa Bepauja ,bocHa"“.

,MeryHapopHrwvot caktop” (Buan Coles 2007) Bo bocHa - XepuerorHa pasnuyHo ja AeduHrpa mnaguHara.
Hekou Benat aeka nuuara Ha Bo3pacT nomery 15-24 ce pecmHunpaar kako mnaau nyre (IndexMundi), a apyrw,
nak, ja gecprHupaat mnaguHata kako nuua Ha Bo3pact nomery 18 n 32 (uHTepsjy co npetctaBHuk Ha OBCE,
Mostar 2006). OBaa kpyTa nogenba Ha mnaguTe 6asvpaHa camo Ha BO3pacT ce NPOTUBYW Ha JIOKanH1Te nouma-
Hba 3a MnaguTe, cropeq Kou eqHo nuue e ,Mnapo” (Momye, AeBojue) Aoaeka He ce omaxu. Kako pesynTar Ha
0Ba, AYPU 1 ako MaxoT uma Hag 40 rognHw, Toj ceyLuTe € MoMYe, Mof YCIOB Aa € C& YLUTEe HEOKEHET, BO KOj
crny4aj NpoAomKyBa [ia X1Bee Co poauTenure.

Ha koHrpecot Ha MycnumaHckute uHTenektyanum Bo 1993 Gelue pelle pelleHo TepMUHOT Boluksak odmum-
janHo fa ro 3ameHn TepmMmHOT BocaHck MycnumaH kako eTHO-HaLMoHarnHa oapeaHuLa.

4 10-Te KaHTOHN Bo ®BMX noTnarat Bo 3 rpynu: 5 Bo kou boluraLuTe ce MHO3UHCKO HaceneHue, 3 ce MHO3UHCKO

XPBATCKW KaHTOHW, @ 2 Ce MeLLaHu ,KaHTOHK".

OBOj TEpMUH, 3a NPB NaT KOPUCTEH BO KOHTEKCT Ha BojHaTa BO bocHa, ce BOBeAe BO AMNIIOMATCKVOT U NOMnu-
TWUYKMOT PEYHNMK 1 OTTOrall Ce KOPWUCTYW 3a [a Ce ONuLLIAT CRINYHW NPOLecH U Ha Apyru MecTa. MOKOHKPETHO,
€THUYKOTO YMCTEHE Ce OHeCYyBa Ha MPOrOHOT Npeky 3aTBoparbe, bpkarse of AOMOBUTE UNK yOuBare Ha
ManuuHCTBaTa o CTpaHa Ha MHO3VHCTBOTO CO LieNn fja ce NOCTUTHE eTHMYKa XOMOTeHOCT BO efiHa Teputopuja
KOHTponmpaHa of MHO3uHCTBOTO (Merriam-Webster UHTEpHET peyHuK).

Tyka ce HagoBp3yBaM Ha noumot Ha Sally Engle Merry (2001) Ha npocTopHa NoeneHocCT 1 ynpaByBae Koe
Taa ro cpaka Kako pofoBo onpefeneH MexaHn3am Ha NpocTopHa cerperauyja, ANCUMNINKHA U KasHyBarbe Koe
ce cpekaBa BO NOCTMOAEPHUTE rpajoBu.

~

OBaa npoLeHKa He v BkIydyBa AYCKYpCUTe Ha HoCcTanmja koja YecTo MM UCTakHyBa, Ha MOBEKECTIOjHU 1 KOMI-
NEKCHW Ha4YMHU, NPegHOCTUTE Ha (3aMUCIIEHOTO?) COLMjanMCTMYKO MUHATO BO OAHOC Ha CErallHWUTE YCIIOBU
(Buawm, mery gpyrute, Palmberger 2008; Petrovi¢ 2007, 2009; Velikonja 2007, 2008; Vol¢i¢ 2007).

8 O6pacuuTe Ha nojaByBate Ha OHa LUTO CTaHa MO3HATO Kako ,ETHUYKO YMcTere” Belle CrmyHo BO LenaTa
3emja. MmaBHaTa pasnuka beLue Toa WTOo BO pervoHnTe nobnusy ao Xpeartcka, beranumte npeo 6une ucnpaka-
HU BO Berarncku kamnoBm Bo XpBaTcka, a notoa CMecTyBaHW BO Apyry 3eMju kou 6une cornacHu aa v npuda-
Tat 6eranumTe Unm Ha BpeMeHa ocHoBa (Mp. Mepmanmja) unu Ha noctojaHa ocHoBa (T.e. CA[l, Kanapa v Lseg-
cka). Hajronemoto MHO3MHCTBO of 6ocaHckuTe Beranuu 6ea bowmaumTe.

o

YCAWL e epeH of HajronemuTe goHatopu Bo bocHa - XepuerosuHa. Momery 1996 n 2000, opraHusauyjaTa
noHvpana 890 munvonn YC[] Bo nomolw, nocebHo 3a 06HOBYBak-e Ha MHPPACTPYKTypaTa YHULLTEHA O BOj-
HaTa, 1 3a NOMOLL Ha Nporpamu co kov 61 ce onecHUno BpakarweTo Ha HGeranumte. MNomery 2000 1 2005, YCAUN
poHuvpana gononHutenHu 200 mununonn YC[I 3a nogAallka Ha BpakakeTo Ha ManuuMHCTBaTa, 3a NoMoLl Ha
€KOHOMCKOTO NPECTPYKTypUpaks-e 1 3a MOMOLL NMPU rpaeHe Ha AEMOKPATCKUTE UHCTUTYLMK. http://www.usaid.
ba/Strategy%20for%20web%202005.pdf

10 Knacuuma Hacrasa e CPEAHO YHUIMLLTE KOE CTaBa aKLEHT Ha KIacu4HoOTo 06pasoBaHmne, 0GMYHO CO NMpeaMeTu
KaKo CTapOrpukyt UM NaTUHCKY jasuk.

" MHory of nuTepatyparta 3a NocT-couujanucTMykaTa nonmuTnYKa Kyntypa HEKpUTUYKM ja akLeHTpa anatujata
Ha rparaHuTe (Buau, mery apyrute, Ekiert, Kubik n Vachudova 2007; Howard 2003; Mishler n Rose 1997)

12 M3BeLuTajoT MCTO Taka M HaBeayBa FMaBHUTE NPUYMHM 30LITO MNaZuHaTa caka Aa 3aMuHe o 3emjata: ,1) He-
edmkaceH 0b6pa3oBeH cucteMm, 2) HeBpaboTeHOCT, 3) HeMate NepcnekTvBa 1 4) HecTabunHa NoNUTHYKa CUTya-
umnja“ (ONA 2005:2). UcTaTa cTyamja ykaxysa Ha UCKIy4UTENHO BUCOKAaTa CTanka Ha HeBpaboTEeHOCT kaj MnaauTe,
nomery 45% n 65% (OWA 2005:2).
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'3 flnuna komMyHuKauwja co Paddy Ashdown. Capaeso, jynu 2002 rog.

14 Osve NpUKa3sHW 3a HeaKTUBHOCT Ha MNaawuTe 1 xxenbaTta Aa ce 3amM1He Mof kakeu 61no oKonHOCTH Joaraat
HacnpoTW PeTKUTE NpUKa3HW 3a MNaguHCKK akTuemsam. Ha npumep, o 2006 rog, 15 HeBnagvMHU MIaguHCKu
areHuumn akT1BHM BO 75 nokanuteTn Ha bocHa - XepueroBrnHa ocHoBaa Mpexa nog cnoraHot et go ABaHaeceT
— KpajHO BpeMe [Ja ja npe3emeTe uaHuHaTa Bo concteeHu paue” (Bedirbasi¢ 2006b:32). Huaa mnaguHcku opra-
HU3aLMK KoprcTea MMPOSbYOMBM CTpaTerum, Kako LUTO Ce MomMynapHUTe MNaauHCcKu 3apyxenuja JlocTa e,” notoa
,MnagunHcko ABuxere” unu nporpamara ,Pasmpaaj ja 3emjata“ opraHuampaHna og MnaguHckata ViHdopmatueHa
AreHuuja (Beéirbasi¢ 2006b:32). Opyru rpynu, nak, MHOTY NOCUIHO HaBmneroa Bo jaBHUOT npocTop. EfeH npumep
3a oBa e TakaHapeyeHara ,LLlapeHa pesonyuuja“ og centemepy 2006, Kora eqHa Mana rpyna npeTexxHo MaLlkv
YreHOBU Ha MnaguHckata opraHusauuja ,Tyto Komnneto* o manuot rpag Kakaw 6nusy Capaeso npucturHa
npen 3rpagarta Ha MpeTcepatencTeoTo Bo Capaeso U 3anoyHa Aa dpna 6oja Ha 3rpagata, HapyLuyBajku ro mo-
TOT Boejkun ro co pasuu bow. ,LlapeHunoro” Bo ,lapeHaTta pesonyuuja” e cumMbonuyHo, Kako LWTo objacHyBa
efeH og nuaepute: ,CmeTame geka He cMeeme [a [03BONMMeE peBonyumnTe Ha PpaHumja unm YHrapuja aa ce
cny4at Bo bocHa - XepueroBuHa, 6apem He Ha NOYeTOKOT, buaejku HallaTa coumjanHa coctojba e Takea LTO Yy-
feTo Hema j]a MoXart [ja Ce cnpaBsart Co TakBaTa cocTojba n 6u 6uno npeonacHo. TokMy 3aToa cakame MOHeXeH
06nuk Ha pesonuumja: LLiapeHata peBonyuuja € cMGONUYHa Ha MHOTY HauMHK, of camata 6oja npeky MynTu-
kynTn” (Becirbasi¢ 2006). [MynTu-kynTu, Unv noHeKoratl M3roBOPEHO Kako MynTU-MymnTH, Ce OfHecyBa Ha ,MHCH-
CTUpaH-ETO Ha MefyHapoaHaTa 3aefHnLa Ha MynTUETHUYKA, MyNTUPErnrno3Ha, MynTujasnyHa u TonepaHumja Ha
MynTU-cekcyanHuoT ngeHtutet” (Hayden 2002:169)]. MNpeky cBOjoOT ,MeK” peBONYLIMOHEPEH HAYUH, MiaguTe no-
H6apaa bojkoTparbe Ha 136opuTe, N MHUMAEHTOT eckanupalle Kora NoIUTUYKUTE CryXOeH LW 3a0MmKeHn 3a
obesbenyBarbe Ha 3rpafarta rm conpea 1 rm MPUTBOpYja HEKOMNKY Yaca. Mako camo neTmmHa o, 0Ba MIafmHCKa
rpyna 3egoa y4ecTBo BO ,peBonyLmjaTa,” oBaa akuuja ja noTpece jaBHOCTa v NpuUBreYe 3Ha4YuTerIHo MeguymMcko
BHUMaHWe. Cnnkute Ha ,wapeHaTa“ arpaga Ha lNpeTtcegarenctsoto Bo CapaeBo CO HeAenu Kpyxelle no cute
rnaBHu TB cTaHuuym n BecHuuy. JleTaprmyHata mnagmHa, cuTe Maxw, KOHEYHO KpeHaa ,rmac” MpoTUB He3aA0Bor-
CTBOTO CO NonuTuKaTa Bo 3emjata. ,LLlapeHata peBonyumja“ ro Hotupalle 6ecoT Ha MnaguTe, HUBHATa NOATOTBE-
HOCT fja pearupaar 1, Makap NpMBpeMeHo, ro NpeamsBuka NonynapHoTo cdakake 3a anaTvyHa W netaprudHa
6ocaHcka mnagwHa. (3a MHTepecHa aHanmsa Ha efjeH Apyr, NOLIMPOKO PacnpoCcTpaHeT rparaHcky NpoTecT Koj
U3HUKHa Kako OroBOp Ha TparmyHata cMpT Ha [leHuc MphseBall, 16-roguiLeH yyeHuk koj Gellie npoboaeH v npete-
naH Jo cMpT Bo TpamBaj Bo CapaeBo Ha 5 ceBpyapu 2008, Buawm Kurtovi¢, H.4.)

15 MHory y4eH1um criomeHaa Aeka npupofHaTta HeponpeHa yb6asuHa Ha bocHa v uncTata Boga ce Hekom of pa-
60TITE KOM ' cakaaT BO BPCKa CO HMBHATa 3eMja. Tue UCTO Taka MoTeHUMpaa fAeka BocHa - XepuerosuHa nma
Ce LWITO e NoTpebHO 3a y6aB XMBOT, BKITy4MTENHO 106ap 1 rocTONPUMITMB HAPOA, HO OBME NOTEHLMjanm ce YHULL-
TEHW Nopajam OO BoAeHaTa KopyMnvMpaHa 1 anyHa nokanHa 1 MefyHapogHa nonuTika 1 ekoHomuja.

16 Cute nmnrba Ha COroBopHMUMTE Ce NpoOMeHeTH COo Len 3alTiTa Ha HMBHaTa NpMBaTHOCT.

17 Mponax6a Ha apBa 3a orpes e fobap busHuc, buaejkv MHory of xuTtenuTe Ha bocHa kopucTaT neykn Ha apea
3a 3arpeBatbe BO 3UMa, lypy 1 BO roriemuTe rpafoBu. MMasHaTa npuymHa 3a oBa € HeyHKLMOHUPaYKUOT CUCTEM
Ha LieHTparHo 3aTonnyBare YHULTEH yLITe BO BOjHaTa BO MHOrY rpafoBy, Koj Ce yLuTe Yeka Ha nonpaska. INo-
pagv ronemara nobapyBayka ce cevat ApBa of pervioHoT Ha bjeno Bpao, kou noHaTaMy ce npeHecyBaart, YeCTo
HenerasiHo, 1 Nowmpoko, Bo Mecta n Bo ®buX n Bo PC.

18 TajkyH e HedhopmareH onuc Ha nuue Koe ycneano Bo GU3HUCOT 1 ce CTekHano co 60raTcTBo YECTO Ha MaTeH,
HE3aKOHCKV 1 6p3 HaumH.

19 KnecoBaya e nceBooHUM.
20 Bo TekoT Ha BojHaTa NOMMHAB TPW ¥ MON rOAMHYM XUBEejKkn nog oncaaa Bo buxak.

2! Muerero Bo [PYLUTBO ¥ 0f paHO HayTpo He e HeBOOOWYaeH puTyan noMery MaxuTe BO MHOry of 6ocaHckuTe
pypanHu mecTa, nocebHO Tamy kafe nyreto ce eKOHOMCKM BO NosoLla cocTojba.

2 Xar e cnyx6eHoTo ceguwite Ha MeryHapogHuOT TpmbyHan 3a BOEHM 3110CTOPCTBA BO NMOpaHeLLHa Jyrocnasuja
kage UM Belle Unu cé yLTe UM ce Cyau Ha MHOTyMUHa OBBMHETY 3a BOEHM 3110CTOPCTRA.

85



PeBuja 3a couujanHa nonutuka, rog 7, 6p. 11, Ckonje, aBryct 2014

FOOTNOTES"

The official name of the country is Bosna i Hercegovina or Bosnia and Herzegovina. In this text | primarily use
a widely circulated referent “Bosnia-Herzegovina” or, where stylistically more appropriate, | use the shorter
version “Bosnia” instead.

-

N

The international staff in Bosnia-Herzegovina vary in their definition of youth while some characterize youth as
those of ages 15-24 (IndexMundi) others have a different age span in mind, and they define youth as those in-
dividuals from 18 to 32 years of age (Interview with an OSCE officer, Mostar 2006). This age-based, rigid notion
of youth goes against local notions of youth, where one is labeled as a “young person” (momak, cura or boy,
girl) until he or she gets married. As a result, one is often called momak even if he is in his 40s, under the con-
dition that he is still unmarried, in which case he continues to live with his parents.

w

At the congress of Muslim intellectuals in 1993 the terms Bosniak or Bosniac (Bosnjak) officially replaced the
term Bosnian Muslim as an ethno-national signifier.

~

The 10 cantons in FBiH fall into 3 groups: 5 in which Bosniaks are the majority population, 3 Croatian-majority
cantons, and 2 “mixed” cantons.

(&)

This term, used in the context of Bosnian war for the first time, entered diplomatic and political vocabulary and
has since been used to describe similar processes elsewhere. More specifically, ethnic cleansing refers to the
persecution through imprisonment, expulsion, or killing of members of an ethnic minority by a majority to
achieve ethnic homogeneity in majority-controlled territory (Merriam-Webster on line).

(2]

Here | expand on Sally Engle Merry’s (2001) notion of spatial governmentality which she understands as gen-
dered mechanisms of spatial segregation, discipline and punishment found in postmodern cities.

~

This assessment does not include the discourses of nostalgia which often emphasize, in multifaceted and
complex ways, advantages of (the imagined?) socialist past over the cover condition (see, among others, Palm-
berger 2008; Petrovi¢ 2007, 2009; Velikonja 2007, 2008; Vol¢i¢ 2007).

oo

This pattern of ethnic cleansing was similar throughout the country. The main difference was that in the regions
closer to Croatia, refugees were first sent to refugee camps in Croatia, and then resettled in other counties
willing to accept refugees either on a temporary (i.e., Germany) or permanent basis (i.e., U.S., Canada, and
Sweden). The overwhelming majority of Bosnian refugees were Bosniaks.

9 The USAID has been one of the largest donors in Bosnia-Herzegovina. http://www.usaid.ba/Strategy%20for%
20web%202005.pdf

10 Grammar school is a high school which puts an emphasis on classical education, traditionally including Greek
and/or Latin.

" Much of the literature on postsocialist political culture uncritically highlights citizen apathy (see, among others,
Ekiert, Kubik and Vachudova 2007; Howard 2003; Mishler and Rose 1997)

12 1he report also lists the main reasons why youth want to leave the country: “1) an inefficient education system,
2) unemployment, 3) lack of perspective and 4) unstable political situation” (OIA 2005:2). The same study
pointed at the extremely high unemployment rate among youth, between 45% and 65% (OIA 2005:2).

13 personal communication with Paddy Ashdown. Sarajevo, July 2002.

14 These accounts of youth’s inactivity and desire to leave under any circumstance are confronted by sporadic
accounts of youth activism. For example, by 2006, 15 non-governmental youth agencies active in 75 localities
in Bosnia-Herzegovina formed a network with the main slogan “Five Minutes to Twelve — the final time for you
to take your future into your hands” (Be¢irbasi¢ 2006:32). Numerous youth organizations used peaceful strate-
gies, such as the popular youth associations “Enough,” the “Youth Movement,” or the program “Shake up the
country” organized by the Youth Information Agency (Becirbasi¢ 2006:32). Other groups, however, stepped
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out into public space much more forcefully. One example of this is the so-called “Colorful Revolution.” In Sep-
tember of 2006, a small group of primarily male members of the youth organization Tutto Completo from a
small town of Kakanj near Sarajevo arrived in front of the Presidency Hall in Sarajevo and threw paint at the
building, defacing the property and making it colorful. “Colorful” in “the Colorful Revolution” is symbolic, as one
of the leaders explains: “We think that we cannot allow for France or Hungary [their revolutions] to happen in
Bosnia-Herzegovina, at least not at the beginning, because our social situation is such that people would not
be able to handle it and it would be too dangerous. Precisely for that reason we opted for a gentler type of rev-
olution: the Colorful Revolution is symbolic in many ways, from the paint itself through multi-kulti” (Becirbasi¢
2006). [Multi-kulti, or sometimes pronounced multi-multi, stands for “the international community’s insistence
on multi-ethnic, multi-religious, multi-lingual, multi-sexual-identity tolerance” (Hayden 2002:169)]. In its “soft”
revolutionary way, the youth called for boycotting the elections, and the incident escalated when the police in
charge of the building’s security confronted the youth and detained them for several hours. Even though only
five members of this youth group took part in the “revolution,” the action shook the public sphere, and it earned
a significant amount of media attention. The images of the “colorful” Presidency Hall circulated on the main TV
stations and major newspapers for weeks. The lethargic youth, all males, finally “spoke out” about their dissat-
isfaction with the politics in the country. The “colorful revolution” event indexed the anger of youth, their readi-
ness to act, and it challenged, even if temporarily, the popular understanding of lethargic Bosnian youth. (For
an interesting analysis of another, more wide-spread citizen protest event which emerged as a response to
the tragic death of Denis Mrnjevac, a 16-year-old student who was beaten and stabbed to death on a tram in
Sarajevo on February 5, 2008, see Kurtovi¢ n.d.)

15 Many students mentioned that Bosnia’s natural, undisturbed beauty and clean water are some of the aspects
that they love about their country. They also stressed that Bosnia-Herzegovina has all that is needed for lijep
Zivot (beautiful life) including nice, hospitable narod (people), but that these potentials are ruined by the badly
run, corruption and greed driven, local and international politics and economics.

16 Al names of the informants have been changed to protect their privacy.

7 Selling wood is a good business because many Bosnians population use wood burning stoves for heat in the
winter, even in big cities. The main reason for this practice is that non-functional, war-destroyed central heating
systems in many towns still await repair. Because of the high demand, wood from the region of Bijelo Brdo is
cut, sold and transported, often illegally, to the wider area, including places in FBiH and RS.

18 Tajkun is an informal way to depict a person who succeeded in business and gained fortune in frequently
vague, illicit and rapid ways.

19 Klesovaca is pseudonym.
20 During the war | spent three and a half years living under siege in Bihac.

2 Drinking publically and early in the morning is not an unusual ritual among men in many of the Bosnian rural
areas, especially where people are economically less privileged.

2 The Hague is the official seat for the International Criminal Tribunal for Former Yugoslavia where many alleged
war criminals were prosecuted or are currently awaiting/undergoing trail.
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